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Tothe Infabitants of the Pariſh of 


"St. Ann Alderſgate inthe City of 
LOND ON Greeting : 


Grace and Peace be multiplied unto 
you, through the knowledge of 
God, and of FESUS our Lord. 


Beloved, 


HE ever bleſſed God in the crea- 
i ting of Man, had a twofold End- 
A Gracigus End, 
And a Givous End. 
So ought Miniſters to have a twofold 
Fad. 
The Glory of God, 
- And, the Good of Souls. | 
| goon Ends had 1 in the preaching of 
theſe Sermons to you, and now allo 18 
the. Printing of them for you. | 
Jon, A 2 Far 


AC y C 
Fen; 1% b 
: Fs 


, \ +»AJ 
1P CFOILE 


» Foraſmnch as I was defired by ſome of | 


you , to come and preach publickly a- 
moneft you, without any [oppoſition , or 
impoſition; to which I condeſcended , 
hoping thereby to bring Glory to God , 
and Good to your Souls, without.having 
the leaſt thought of publiſhing to the 
World, what1 then preached to you. 

But having fince 9 peny im- 
porn , and much defired by ſeveral 

riends to Print them for publick Beneht, 
I have accordingly anſwered their de- 
fires. : 

And becauſe theſe two Sermons were 
preached publickly amongſt you, I 
thought it my duty alſo to dedicate 
them unto you , thatwhat your Ears let 
ſlipin the hall Ke of them , your Eyes 
may regain by the reading of them. 

Dear Friends , I hope theſe Sermons 
will notbe the leſs accepted by you ,. be- 
cauſe they come in aplain dreſs: I con- 
feſs there 15 more of heart in them , than 
Art: I hopethe leſs Man opyrangr 
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 Dedicatory. 


' them,the more God will appear by them; 


who many times maketh uſe 6f weake 

Means, to effect great Ends ; Foy out of 
the mouth of Babes and Sucklings , ha#t 
thou ordained ftrength , Plal. 8. 2. And 

for this our dear Lord thanks his Father, 

in Mat. 11.25. 1thank thee, O Father, - 
Lord of Heaven and Earth,becauſe thon haſt 

hid theſe things from the wiſe apd prudent, 

and haſt revealed them unto Babes , Verſe 

2.6. Even ſo Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in 

thy fight. So elſewhere it is ſaid , To you 

it is given to know the Myſteries of the 

Kingdom of Heaven ; but unto them it u« 

not given. 

Friends, I may fay to you , as the ble(- 
ſed Apoſtle Paul ſaid to the Corinthians , 
eMy ſpeech,and my preaching, was not with 
enticing words of Mans wiſdom; but in de- 
monſtration of the Spirit,and of Power,that 
your Faith might not ſtand in the wiſdom of 
Men ,but in the Power of God , 1 Cor. 2. 
4, 5- I hope none that heard me(or ſhall 
read me) will think I ſpeak too much, 


Or 
A 3 


_ "he Bpifile 
or to0 hdme.. O my Friends ! can a man 
| — much for God and his glory ? 

an a man ſpeak too much. againſt 


Sin and wickednels ? Or, can a man 


ſpeak too much for the eternal good of 


ſouls , which are more worth than a 
world ? for what will it proht man to 
eainthe whole world, and loſe his own 
foul ; Fr he that ſhall gain the world, 
with the lofi of his ſoul , will be a great lo- 


'jer in the end. 


. Beloved, That I have printed theſe 
Sermons ſomcthing larger than I preach- 
ed them ,- by adding ſome'{mall Editions 
to them, I acknowledge ; and that which 
I now defire of you , is, That what You 
read in theſe Lines, yea would practile in 
your Lives. O that you would open the 
door. of your hearts to the' Lora Jeſus 
( whoſtands knocking at them!) thaz . he 
may come in, and ſup with yott, and yourwith 


* him; that you may. be able to ſtand #n the. 


day of his vorath ; when others. will cry. to 
the Rocks and the Mountains to. fall 0/8 
them 
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in this time of Calamity ; and will you 
no ſerve him? Of; yqu have been as 
brands pluckt out of the burning : O 
therefore , - humble your ſelves undgr 
God's mighty hand, that you may be-ex- 
alted in due time. Work therefore while 
it is called today , forthe night cometh, 
in which no man can work. Now Bre- 
thren | commend you to God, ando the 
word of his Grace, which is able to build 
you up, andto give-you an inheritqncs 
among all them which are ſanRifed. TI 
{hall adde no more, but promiſe you: gry 
prayers; and defiring yours alſo, That 
this may bring Glory to God, and gapd. ' +? 
to you ; which is the deſire of him, 2 k 


15 


Tour Friend and. Servant in the 
precious Concernments of. the 
GOSPEL 
Willam Dyer. 
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EPISTLE 


| TO.T HE 
READ ER 


© ©-Courtcous Reader, 


rt, 
Have had luttle encouragement 
from the world , to appear any 
more in this nature, who have had 
” ſo many Books taken and kept dar 
me, without any ju5t cauſe, t ugh 
there was nothing in" them , but 
wh was profitable matter for the Charch 
of God ; yet for allthis, they are kept from 
me #ill Butikind Reader, this is not all 
which 1 have ſuffered ; for, as ſoon as my 
Boots came forth; ſeveral men made 4 prize 
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Tothe Reader.” . 


without my knewledge , with many groff 
miſtakes and abuſes," which was not 4 little 
trouble to me, to fee hew the Authoy and the 
Buyer were both abuſed. Therefore Courte- 
Cs Reader, this may give thee ts undey- 
ſtand, That if thou haſt cccafion for any of 
my Books, thou mayſt . have them of Mys. 
Calvert,who formerly lived at the Black- 
ſpread-Eagle at the weſt-end of Pauls , now 
liveth at the ſame Sign in Barbican, truly 
Primted. Kind Reader, I hope theſe Ser; 
monswill find as good acceptance with thee 
as the former ; 1 confeſi, this encouraged 
me, when 1 confidered how my former 
Treatiſes ewere received and imbraced by 
the Lords People in all parts of this King- 
dom, as appears by the many thouſands 
them which hath been Printed and ſold; 
and though I have met with ſeveral diſcon- 
ragements from them without , and ſome 


alſo which are within, who have beat their © 


tongue like a Bow, fer lyes, as if 1 had done 
that which was never in my thoughts, nor 
>. in 


my heart , much defi in-pradtiſe:\ end 


i 
though they had a little cauſe to report it of 


ne, 4s of any man ; yet how confidently did 
ſome report, and others believe theſe abomi- 
able Lies, as if 1 had loſt my firſt Love,and 
were returning again to Egypt. O. what 
i it that prejudice and malice will 'n:t do? 
But why ſhould 1 be troubled at this , ſering 
it was ſo with the. holy Apoſtle , who went 
through evil report, as well 2s good ? But is 
this 1 reg yee, that the Lord hath made me 
any way inſtrumental :n doing good, and in 
that he hath kept me cloſe to himſelf ; and 


this is my Crown and rejoycing. Now that * 


the only wiſe God may keep thee and me by 
his Power, through Faith, unto Salvation, 
that we may glorifie him here , and reign 
with him hereafter, us the deſire and prayer 
of him who defires the good of thy Sonl, 


William Dyer. 
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Chriſt's Voice to London. 
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Rev. 3. 20. 
Behold, 1 Fland at the dvor and knock , if 
' anyman hear my woice,aud open the door, 
1 will come in to him, and will ſap with 
him, and he with me. 


H E holy Sciiprures are the Myſteries 
of God, Chriſt is the My{terie of the 
Scriptures, Grace is the Myſterie of 
Chriſt, t Tm. 3. 16, The Lord Jeſus 
is our life, and the way tolife, 1 Cor, '2. 7.10 
know him ſavingly , believingly and experi- 
inentally, is life eternal, John 17. 3. 1 am the 
way, ſaith Chriſt, Fob» 14. 6. 
The old and good way, Jer. 6.16. 
.The new and living way, Heb.10.20. 
_ The ſtrait and narrow way, 4. 7, 14. 
And becauſe, poor fines are by nature the 
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2 AC to Sinners * or, 
Childeen of wrath,and all gone out of the way, 
aving their underſtandings darkned,being ali- 
enacted from the lite of God , through the ig- 
norance thatis m them, becaule of the blind- 
neſs of their hearrs, Eph. 4.18. are become 
wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked, like to the Laodiceans, ſpoken of in 
this Chapter. v. 17. , 

Therefore the Lord Jeſus, who is full of 
Love, full of Grace, and \ull of pity to poor , 
loſt ſinners, doth graciouſly, jnvite them to 
come ro him , that he may enrich them, with 
his Gold, clothe them with his white raimenc , 
and annoinr their eyes wich his Eye-falve, that 
they may ſee, v.18. and further to ſhew- his 
willingneſs and readineſs.to fave ſoujs, he tells 
us in the text , That be ſtands at the door and 
knocks, that if auy man bears bis voice , and = 
pens the door, he will come in to him, and will 

p with him, and he with. me, is 

In theſe words you haye three general 
parts. 

1. Gods gracious offer to man ; Behod, [ 
ſtand at the dror and knock. 

2. Mans duty in relation.to Gods gracious 


. offer , If any man hear my voice , and open the 


door. | - 

3- Gods gracious promiſe in felation_to 
mans duty, 7 will come ;n jo hins , ard will ſ=p 
wth bins, and be with me, 


The 
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hs. ores being thus vpened , 
flows from them theſe four points of Do 
&arine. 

Du. I. _ That hives is amarvellous will ug- 
neſs in the heart of God and Chriſt to ſave 14 


receive poor Sinners. 


Dc.&. 2. That the hearts of poor ſinners we - 


barred and bolted againſt the Lord Jeſus. 

DoR. 3. T hat * 13 the dnty and great conctrn- 
ment of all men whatever to bear Gods V vice , 
and to open the dooy, 

Dot. 4, Thatthorver will but bear C briits 
voice, and open the daor, he will come m1: 
them, and ſup with them, and they with him. . 
Neither time nor ſtrength , beloved , will 

give me leave to handle all theſe Doarines a- 

part ; therefore I ſhall inſiſt but. upon one of 

them, which is the ſecond , That the bearts 
of poon ſinners are barr'd ad. bolted agamſt the 

Lord Ie(us. 

In the proſecution of this point, I ſhall EY 

_ things. "1 

- Open it, that you may ſee. 
- . dhe ir, that you may believe &. \ 
Apply it, that you may recelve.it..._ ... 
n the ret? a of it , rhere are ers 

thinks to be explained. 

I, The Bars, 

2. The Voices. _ 
_ +3» The Doors. 
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' 1 ” 1; I ſhall heiv you what che Bars are chat 
bolrs che door of our hearts againChrift. 
Beloved, they are (ix. 

x, There is the Bar of hin, 

2, The Barof Unbelief. 

3. The Bar of Selt-conceitedneſs. 

4» The Bar of Earthly-mindednels. 

5. The Bar of Prejudice. 

6, The Barof hardneſs ot hearr. 

Tacſe ( my B:loved) are the curſed Bars, 
which bars God, and Chriſt, and the holy Spi- 
rit out of our hearts. | 

I ſhall begin firtt with the bar of Ignorance , 
and in thar I ſhall ſhew you theſe chree 
chings, 

Firft, What Ignorance is. 

Setondly, What (inners are ignorant of, 

Thirdly ;'The mifchievouſneſs of this 
fin of ignorance. | | 

And, Firft, Whac ignorance is : Tgnorance 
& the want of knowtedge, or darkneſs_ of rhe 
underftanding, for ſo faith rhe Apotle Paul, 
Eph. 4- 18. '7Tiving the wnderftanding darkned, 
being abenatedt from the lift of God, through the 
ignorance that it in theme, becauſe of the blindneſs 

their beart.” Here you may ſee what igno- 
rance is,the Apoſtle calls it darkneſs and blirid- 
neſs : So hkewiſe in 2 Cor. 4. 3, 4. But if owr 
Goſpel be hid, it is hidto them that are loft ," 
whom the God of this World hath blmded my 
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«bem: which beliavennt, left rhe light of 
the gleriom' Goſpel of Chriſt, who 31 the [mage of 
Ged, ſhould ſhine unto them. $0 chat ignorance 
is darkneſs of mind , blindneſs of heart, and 
want of knowledge” and ſpiritual underſtand- 
ing in che ſoul. 
Secondly, What are ſinners ignorant of ? 
Anſ.. 1. Taey are ignorant of God, they are 

ignorant of Chiiſt, they are ignorant of the 
Spixir,they are ignorant of the Word , they 
are ignorant of their own miſery ; they are 
ignorant of the neceſſity of a change, of being 
born-again, of being new Creatures , of being 
canvyerted and turned from darkne(s to light , 
from death to life , and fromche power of $a- 
tan to the living God ; fuch things as theſe I 
| ſay they are ignorant of , and. this is that which 
| keeps poor ſouls from going to Chriſt... O be- 
loved ! we have many of choſe amongſt -us, 
| who ae-thus ignorant, It was ſaid of the 
Prieſts the ſons of E1; , that they were ſons 'of 
Belial, and knew not che Lord, 1 Sam. 2.12, 
ſo in the prophelie of /erem3ab, chap./ 2. ver, 
$. iris ſaid , The Priefts ſaid not, where is the 
Lord? and they that 'bandle the Law: know no 
wet.  Soche Phariſees were- blind leaders of 
the blind, ſas. 15.14, Would ro God: there 
were no ſuch amongſt our Pries this day.z 
Mey. not that charge be drawn up again us 
now a5 was againR 1{racl ? Hoſe 4, 1, Bee 
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propriety in God, 4) 
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there is wo tath, nor mercyy nor 
* che Land 3 by ſwearing and: lying, and billing, 
and. ſi ealing, ana committing - Adultery , they 
b1eg% ont * and blood toncheth blood ,, ihe efors the 
Land mourntth; and my People are deffroyed 
for lack of knowledge : Becauſe thou haſt rejetted 
knowledge, 1 will alſo rejeft thee, that then ſhalt 
be no Prieft to me ,, ſertng thou baſt forgotten the 
Law of thy God, I will alſo forget thy Children ; 
they cat up the ſins of my people', and fot their 
he arts on their iniquity, axd they are liferprople , 
like Prigſt,. 'T hu Men erre, not knewmg the 
Scriptures.» 07 the Power of God, Mit, 22.29, 
Thirdly, The miſchievouſneſs of this fin of 


ignorance. 


1: Ignorance is that which keeps men from 
kgowing of God. | 

24 Iggrante is that: which keeps mefirfrom 
pleating ot God. | 

/3;-Ignorance is tliat ' which keeps men 
from-coming.to Godt - + ELD 

4. Ignorance hinders men from' having 


s # 


>. 5 Ignorance is-thyt whidh hardens the heart 
apaink God.\ O'curfed and miſchievous Tygho- 


rance 1: What. 6n like unto- this > This-4s Hat 


whichidarkens, which, hardens',. whit blinds 
and bars the door of our hearts agamtt Cheit 
O that thou: badſt known '(faid'our dear Lord ) 
the thrngs that belong torÞy peace Luke 1.9. Wy 
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therefore be that made them , will have no mercy 
wo favonr, Ila.27.1t. Thus ( my beloved), 


ſerable ſtate (ſuch are in chat are thus igno- 
rant, 

2, The ſecond bar 1s Unbelief, which bars 
and boles Chriſt out of our hearts, this is that 
which makes me ; 

7. Thar they give no credit tothe report of 
the Goſpel, 

2, Neither do they- yeild that loving and 
loyal ſubjeion ro Chritt as their Lord, whiere' 
unbelief is. br #., 21 7 Iv 

3. Where Unbelief is, it keeps off rhe heart” 
from confidently depeneing. npon/ Chriſt. tor 
that which is to be had in him 3 and. fo keeps 
Chriſt oat of their Souls ; it-1s thatwhich clips 
the wings of his' mercy, Heb: 3.w/t. It is that 
which holds the hand of his power, ' Mats 13. 
58. And he did not many mighty works therd'y 
becauſe of their unbelief. It 1s that which tets 
the ſoul into perdition, John 8. 24. Rev. 21. 
7: The unbelieving ſhall have cheir portion inf 
e Lake of Fire, which is. the ſecond death. 
Unbelief is chat which hardens the heart, and 
uſes ic to depart from God ; (Heb. 3.12. 
T ahe beed Brethren, leſt there be in any of you ai 
rh brart of wnbclief , in departing from the 
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Bat becauſe they ave @ people of no anderſtdvding; | 
0n them, and he that formed them will ſhew thens- 


have ſhewed you what a wretched and mi-: 


_ __.. 


OE 


'Y > 


an, 


4 


" the lye; he that believech. not God , hath 


A'Cll to Sinners + or 
livimy God-z but exbort one another dayiy, while 
it cx called 40 day, leſt any of you be hardned. O 
beloved, unbelief is that alſo which gives God 


made him a1yar, : becauſe he believeth nor the 
Record that God gave of his Son, 1 [oby 5, 10, 
They believe not his promiſes, fear not his 
threacnings , nor bearkento the voice of his 
Ward ; though he ſets life andideath- before 
them, Heaven and Hell, bitter and (weet , yer 
theypo on inthe imagination of their heart , 
to adde (in to fin,putting the evil day far away, 
butxdraw iniquity wich Cords of vanity , and 


fin {as it were.) with a Cart Rope. O belo- 


ved, this is the Rate and condition of unbe- 
lievers, and this is one of the bars: that bolts 
Chriſt out of the heart ;_ as all belieyers are jn 
ane of ſalvation, ſo.all unbelievers are in a 
tareofdamnation ,:; for, He that believeth not, 
& condemmed\ alreatly, John 3.18, 
. © 2 &iy',” The third Bar is ſelf-conceitedneſs , 
which'batsand bolts the Lord Jeſus out of the 
hearr. ' 

. » Firſt, A Self-conceiced man is one whicit 
ſuppoſes himſelf to be that he--is not, Gal. 6; 


3. If a man think himſelf ro be ſomething when 


. be is nothing ,. be decerveth himfelf. 


Secondly, A Self-conceited man-is one 
glorieth in his works, and  deſpifeth. others 
Links 18, 910, Andihe fſpake this Parable want 


certai 


' tertain which truſted ;8 


Chrifts Voice to London, 9 
elvis » that they 
were 1:0hteoms, and deſpiſed others. T be Phar;- 
ſee ſtood and prayed thus with bimſelf : God 1 
thank thee, that 1 ams not as other men are, Ex- 
tortioners, Hnjuſt Adulterers , or even at this 
Publicar.' But the Publican, whom he deſpt- 
ſed, went away rather juſtified ; for every one 
chart exalteth himſelf, ſhall be abaſed. 

Thirdly, A Self-conceited man is the far- 
theft from Heaven of any man, Yerily / ſay 
weto you, T bat Publicans and Harlets go into the 
Kingdom of heaven before you , ſaith our Savs- 
"* to the ſelf-conceited Phariſees, Mat. 21. 31. 

ourthly, A Self-conceited man is one that 
liveth the moR ſecure in aftare of (in and mi= 
ſery. And it (hall come to paſs, when be beareth 
the words of this curſe, that be (hall bleſs himſelf 
in bis heart, ſaying, 1 ſhall bave peace, though 1 
walk in the 1magination of mine heart , to adde 
drunkenneſs unto thirſt, Deur. 29. 19, 

Fifrhly, Self-conceired man is the hardeſt to 
be wrought upon , and convinced of the ſtate 
and condition that he is in, of any man ; be- 
cauſe he thinks kimfelf righteous and holy e- 
nough, and good and ſound enough : thus it 
was with the Scribes and Phariſees , who had 
ſach high choughrs of themſelves, that they 
thought themſelves to be che moſt bolieſt per- 
ſons in the wortd : mark whac . Chriſt faith ro 


eq them, /obn g. 12. 7 be whole need not a Phy ſicis 


B 2 an , 


T0 
an, but they that are ſick; I came not to call the 
Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance. Soalſo it 
Is ſaid /ohn7. 48. Have any of the Rultrys or of 
the Phariſtes believed on bm? Not , thele 
were yery hard to'be convinced and brought 
co own the truth. 

Sixthly, A Self-conceited man , is one that 
thinks that God is made up of nothing but 
mercy , and therefore he liyes in his fins, and 
pleaſeth him ſelf with this , that God is merci- 
tul, he lying QtilFin the ditch of (in, and cry- 
ins God help , but never endeavoureth to 
come out 3 but though the Lord waiteth to be 
gracious , yet the Lord is a God of . Judge- 
ment, Eſa. 3o.'r$. O ! this is the ſad and mi- 
ſerable condition of a Self.conceited man : 
This is that which keeps him 'from cloſeing 
with Chriſt , this is that curſed bar , that bars 
the door of our hearts againſt Chriſt, 

The fourth bar. is Earthly-mindedneſs, 

Firſt, an Earthly-minded man, igone that 
minds the things of chis world, more than he 
doth Feſas Chriſt ; this was the Caſe of that 
Young man in the Goſpel, which came to 
Chriſt, and asked him , ſaying , What good 
thing ſhall I do to faherit eternal life ? Jeſus 
bids him keep the Commandments; he ſaith 
unto him, All theſe have I kept from my youth 
»p, what lack I yet , Teſus :ſaith unto bim; if 
= wh wik be perfett , ſell that thou haſt , and give 

to 
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to the Poor , aud tho . ſhalt have treaſure in 

Heaven : but he being an earthly minded man, 

would not imbrace the Counſel of Chri(t , bt 

went away /orrowful , for he had great poſſeſſions, 

Mat.19.21,22. 

Secondly , an Earthly minded man , is oue 
that will leave the work of God, to imbrace 
the preſent world ; this was Pasls complaint 
of Dewas , 2 Tim. 4. 10, For Demas hath 
forſaken me . having loved this preſent world; 
ſo alſo in Phsl, 2. 21. he faith, that all ſeek. 
their on, not the things that are Teſus Chriſts, 

Thirdly, An Earthly-minded man, is one 
that will preach falſe Doctrine , for the love 
of money, and althy lucres ſake, 1 Tim. 6. 
IO. For the love of money is the root of all evil ; 
which while ſome bave coveted after , they have 
erred from the faith , Tit. 1.10, 11. For there 
are many wuruly and vain talkers, and decer- 
vert, which teach things they ought not , for fil- 
thy lucres ſake, 2 Pec. 2. 15. which have for- 
ſaken the right way, and are gone aſtray, follow- 
ing the way of Balaam the ſon of Boſor , who lo» 
ved the wages of unrighteouſneſs. O beloved | 
I could wiſh that this were not too much pra- 
Riſed in this our day ; but alas , what ſhould 
I ſay ? Such is the. earchly-mindedneſs of ma- 
ny of che Prieſts now , that I may ſay of them 
as the bleſſed Apoſtle Paul, ſaid of the fame in 
his day . Phil. 3. 19, # hoſe end 1s deſtruftion, 

| - B 3 whoſe 
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whoſe God is their belly, and whoſe glory is im 
their ſhame , who mind Earthly things. 
Fourthly , An Earthly-minded man , is one 
that cruſteth in his riches, and not 1m God, 
Prov. 11.28, He that truſteth 'in hjs Riches 
ſhall fall , Plal. 49.6. They that truſt in thery 
wealth, and boaſt themſelves in the multitude of 
therr Riches , none of them can by any means ye- 
deem his Brother, nor prve to God aranſome for 
him ; Tixerefore , if Kiches do increaſe, /et not 
our heart upon them, Pial, 62, 11. The blet- 
ſed Apoltle Paul doth charge them that be 
rich in this world , that they cruſt not in un. 
certain Riches, but in the living God , zhs 
giveth us richly «ll things to enjoy, 1 Tim. 6, 
17. Thus you may ſee my beloved , that who- 
ever truſteth in uncertain Riches more than in 
God, is an earthly minded man, Ic is that 
w ich bars men out of the Kingdom of Hea- 


ven : ic is the words of Chrilt co his Diſciples, ' 


Mark 10.24,25, How hard is it for them that 
rruſt in riches, to enter into the Kingdom of 
God : It is eaſier for a Camel to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for a rich man toemey into 
the K ing dom of God. O beloved ! it is a ſnare, 
It is Idolatry, Col, 3. 5. And tovetouſneſs , 
which is Idolatry, it is the root of all evil, » T im, 
6. 10. Forthe lrve of money 1s the yoot of all e= 
vil; thus earthly mindedneſs., or coverouſ- 
neſs, is another great (in which keeps ſouls 
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from going to. Chrift for life and ſalvation; 
And they all with ons conſent began to make ex+- 
cuſe : T he firſt ſaid unto him , { bave bought 4 
piece of ground, and I muſt needs go and ſeet , 
[ pray thee have me excuſed : And another ſaid, 
F have bought five yoke of Oxen, and 1 gas to 
prove them, I pray thee have me excuſed ; And 
another ſaid , I bave married a Wife , and there- 
fore I cannot come, Luke 14. 18, 19, 20. 

The Fifth Bar is prejudice , which bars 
Chriſt out of the heart : Wicked and ſinful 
men have a great prejudice againſt Chriſt, that 
is , againſt theſe three chings of Chriſt. 
| Firſt, They have a prejudice again(t his 
Dottrine, or worſhip : Many therfore of br 
Diſciples when they heard this , ſaid, this 1s as 
| | hard ſaying, who can bear it ? from that time 
\ | manyof bus Diſciples went back, and walked no 
more with him : John 6. 60, 66. And they 
queſtioned among themſelves, ſaying, what thing , 
1 this? What new. Doftrine is this? Mark 1. 
27. Sinners have a great prejudice again the 
Do&rine and worſhip of Chriſt , they think ir 
roo pure, too ſpiritual , and too powerful 
for them to bear. 

Secondly, They have agreat prejudice a- 
ain} the Miniſters ( or Ambafladours ) of 
Chriſt : they ſay of them as Ahab did of I1:- 
cajah , I hate him, for be never propbeſ;es good of 
me: I Kings 22, 8. ſo int Kings18, 17, A- 
| l B4 hab 
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hab ſaid ants Elijah , Art thou be that troubled 
1ſraet? fo leremiob complains of - this ſaying , 
F am in dersſion dayly ; every one mocketh me , 
betanſe the word of the Lord was made a re- 
proach unto me , and a derijion dayly , Jer..20. 
7, 8. So inche 24 of As verl. 5, its ſaid of 
Pail . for we have found this man '@ peſtilent 
fellow , and a mover of ſedition among all the 
[ewes throughout the world , and a King-leader 
of the Seft of the N azareens ; And this is ac- 
.. corgihg to the words of our blefled Lord, Mat. 
- 1O.'22. Aad ye ſhall be hated of all men for my 
name ſake. 

«\(\ 24(y. - Sinners bave agrieat prejudice a- 
paint che Members of Chrilt , and that for 4 
Reaſons. . 
1, Becauſe they are poor, Luke Ir. 22,33. 
v Cor. I, 26, 27,28, 29.. I Cor. 11. 22. Or 
FI "de ffiſe yee the Church of God, and Lame them 
. That are poor, | 
- | 2. Becauſe they are but a few, Luke 12.32, 
Mat. 7.14. Dent. 7. 7. for ye were the feweſt 
of alt people ; Rev. 3. 4-57 hou haſt a few names 
an Sardis, WIch have not defiled their Omer» 
ments. 152 
3. B2cauſe they are unlearned in the ac- 
count of men : This is ſaid of, Chriſt /ohn, 17. 
15, How knoweth this man letters, having ne- 
ver learned. Allo of Peterand Tohn'it is ſaid, 
Aits. 4. 13. And when they perceived that they 
were 
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were wnlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled 
and they trok knowledge of them, that they bad 
been with Teſwa. Are ye alſo deceived? bave any 
of the Rulers of the Phariſees believed on bim ? 
But this people who knoweth not the Law, are 
curſed, John 7:47, 43. 
4+. Becauſe they will not conform to mens 
Inventions, See 2 Chron. 11- 13,14. And the 
Prieſts and the Levites that were in all lirael , 
reſorted toRehoboam our of all their Coaſts ; 
for they left their ſuburbs and their poſſeſrions , 
and came to Judah and Jeruſalem ; for Jerobo- 
am and his Sons had caſt them off from execut- 
ing the Prieſts Office before the Lord, and aftey 
them cut off all the Tribes of Iſrael , os as ſet 
their bearts to ſeek the Lord God of Ilxael; came 
to Jeruſalem to ſacrifice to the Lord God of their 
F athers ver(. 16. See Dan. 3.18. Be it known 
unto thee, O King » that we will not ſerve thy 
gods,nor worſhip the Golden Image that thou haſt 
ſer vip. Alſein Mat. 15. 2. W#hy do thy Diſcr* 
ples tranſgreſs the tradition of the Elders , for 
they waſh not their hands when they eat bread ; 
But Jeſus ſaid unto them, Why do ye alſo tranſe 
greſs the Commandment of God by your tradition. 
Seealſuw Aﬀs 5 28, 29. Did not we ſtraitly 
command you, that you ſhould teach no moye wm 
this Name, And behold ye have filled Jeruſalem 
with your Doftrine, and intend to bring this 
w4n5 blood upon #1 : T hen Peter and the other 
| p 1 
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Apoſtles anſwered and ſaid, we ought to obey 
God rather than men, See Col. 2,21, 22, 
T ouch not, taſþe not, handle not, which all are to 
persſh with the uſing , after the Commandments 
and Dottrines of men. Ormy dear Brethren , 
this curſed lin of Pejudice is that which keeps 
finners from receiving the Truth in the love of 
it, and a bar which bolts Chrit out of the 
heart, | 

The Gxth Bar is hardneſs of heart, which 
bols the heart of ſinners againtt Chriſt ; and 
they are hardned. 

I, Againk God, Job 9 4. who hath hard. 
ned bimfelf 4g airft bim and h«th proſpered ? 

2, Their hearts are hardned againſt his 
mercy , that it doth not draw them , Rom. 2. 
4, 5. © Or deſpiſeſt thou the riches of his 
© Soodneſs, and forbearance, and long-ſuffer- 
© ing, not knowing that the goodneſs of God 
© leadeth thee to repentance , but after, thy 
© hardneſs, and impenitent heart, treaſureſt up 
© unto thy ſelf wrach againſt the day of wrath 
*and revelation of the righteous judgement 
© of God, 

3. Their hearts are hardned againſt his 
Judgemenrs, that they doe not tremble at 
them, as it is ſaid Exod. 8. 32. end Pharoah 
hardned his heart at this time alſo , neither 
world be let the People goe ;, As it is alſo faid, 
Jer. 5,22. Fear ye not mt, faith the Lord ; 

| an 
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and will ye not tremble at my preſence? 

4. Their hearts are hardened againſt his 
word , that it doth not reform them, Prov. 
29. I, © Hethat being often reproved , hard- 
© neth his neck , ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed , 
© and that without remedy, ſeeing thou hare(t 
© inſtruction, and caſteft my word behind thee, 
Pſal. 50. See in Jer. 44. 16. * As for the 
© word which thou baſt ſpoken to us in rhe 
© name of the Lord, we will not hearken to 
© thee , but we will certainly doe whatſoever 
© cometh out of our own mouth. 

5. Their hearts are hardened againſt che 
Spirit of God, that 1t doth not melt them, 
Gen. 6, 3. My [pirit ſhall not always ſtrive with 
man : As Stephen ſaid to the Jews, Atts 7.51, 
Ye ſliff-necked and uncircumciſed im hearts and 
ears; yedo always reſsſt the boly Ghoſt ; as your 
fathers did, ſo do ye, 

6. Their hearts are hardned againſt all the 
means of Grace , or gracious invitations fram 
the people of God z But they refuſad to beark- 
en, andpulled away the ſhoulder , and. topped 
the ear , and made the heart like an Adamant 
fone, leaft they ſhould heay the Law , and the 
words which the Lord of Hoſts ſent to them by 
bis ſpirit in the former Prophets, Zech. 7.11, 
12. They are like the deaf Adder that ſtoppeth 
ber ear , which will not hearkin to the voice of 
Charmery, charming never ſa wiſely , Pſal. 58. 
4250 
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4, 5- 'O dearFriends, chis is another Bar 
which bolts Chriſt out of the hearts of poor 
finners : Thus Beloved, I have ſhewed you 
whart che bars are that bolts the door of your 
kearrs againſt Chriſt , that we do not hear his 
voice, and open the door. 

2dly. The ſecond thing which is here to be 
explaned , is, what this voice is which finners 
are to hear, it is the Voice of Chriſt, he is 
ſpeaking to poor linners to open the door of 
their hearts , that he may come in and ſup 
with them. 

There are two ſorts of Voices by which 
Chrift ſpeaketh to the ſoul, Inward Voices , 
and Outward Voices. 

Firſt. Inward Voices. | 

I. The Voice of Conſcience : The Lord 
Jeſus ſpeaks to Sinners by their Conſciences z 
It is ſaid of the Jews, /ohn 8.9 They were con- 
victed by their own Conſciences ; ſo Pasl 
fajth in Rom. 9.1. My Conſcience beareth me 
witneſs : And of the Gentiles Paul ſaith, Rom. 
2. 15. that they did by nature the things con- 
tained in the Law, their Conſciences alſo 
- bearing them witneſs, and as Pax! ſaith 2 
Cor. 1. 12. Onr rejoycing is this , the teſt;mon 
of our Conſcience. O Friends , God preache 
to you many times by your Conſciences , 
which ſpeakerh co you ſecretly , and power 
_ fully , condemning and reproving you fo 


you 
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your iniquities ; O therefore hear the' Voice 
of Conſcience , for it is the voice of Chriſt ; 
hear (I ſay ) and bearken to it , and let Chriit 
in, that he may ſup with you. 

2. Chriſt ſpeaks to us by the yoice of his 
Spirit, as he did to the old world, Gen.s6. 3, 
My ſpirit ſhall not always ſtrive with man ; and 
as he did to the Jews, Atts 7.51, Te do al- 
ways reſift the Holy Ghoſt , as your Fathers did 


ſo doye ; lo in Fohn 16. 8. Chriſt tells us, that 


the Spirit ſhould convince the World of Sin , of 
Righteonſneſs, and of Judgement, O! the e- 
ver blefſed God ſpeaks to the World by his 
blefled Spirit, firiving with them, convin- 
cing of them, and reproving them for their 
iniquities , that their ſouls may believe in 
him , and live wich'him to all erernity. 

Secondly , There. are outward Voices 5 by 
which Chriſt ſpeaks to Sinners, 

1. Bythe Voice of his Word, which is 
the preaching of the Goſpel, that is the word 


4 of reconciliation: Q Sinner, when thon 


heareſt the Word read, thou heareſt the voice 
of Chriſt. Col. 1. 5, Whereof ye beard before in 
the word of the truth of the Goel, as Chriit 
faith, John 5, 39. Search the Scriptures, for they 
are they that teftifie of me: the voice of the 
Scriptures is the voice of Chriſt, and as Chriſt 
ſpeaks to us by them here, ſo he will judge 
us by them hereafter, Rom. 2.16, God wil 

juage 
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judgethe ſecrets of men by Chriſt Jeſar, arcoye 
ding ro my Goſpel, John t2. '»/s. where Chriſt 
ſaich, The Word wrich I have ſpoken the ſame 
ſball judge him m the laſt day. 

2. Chriſt ſpeaks to Sinners by the voice of 
his Rod , by «ffiiA ons , and tribulations, and 
judgements, Mich. 6. 9. The Lords voice cry« 
erh unto the City , and the man of wiſdom ſhall 
ſee thy Name; bear ye the Rod, and who hath 
appo;nted it. | 

3. Chritt ſpeaks to ſinners by the voice -of 
his fervanrs, as in /ſa. 50. 10. Who js there a- 
meng you that feargth the Loyd, that obeyeth rhe 
Dozce of bis Servant. SOint Cor. 5.20, Now 
then we are E mbaſſadowrs for Chriſt , as though 
God did beſcech you by us, we pray you in 
Chriſts fteald , be ye reconciled to God, $0 in 
Mat. to; He that hearith yow, heareth me.. O 
ſinners ! Chriſt ſpeaks co:you by the voice of 
his Servants , by his Miniſters and Members , 


who beſeech you and intreat you to be recon- 
ciled , that you may have peace with God 
throvgh Jelus Chriſt. 

Having Thus briefly ſhewed you what the 
Voices are-: 

Thirdly, 1 ſhall in the third place come tc 
ſew you, Whar the Door1s that Chriſt Rand 
and knocks at , which ſinners are to open, and 
let him in. 

1. The fir | Door whych ſinners ſhould < 


pe: 
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pet urito Chriſt, is the door of their thought; 
I ſay, we muſt open the Door of our choughts 
to him , chat God may be in our thoughts, 
and Chriſt in our thoughts , and the Spiru of 
Life and Power in-Our thoughts , and Eterni- 
ty in our thoughts ,, Heaven and Jadgement 
in our thoughts : Keep this for ever 1n the 1ma- 
gination of the thoughts of thy heart , 1 Chron. 
29.18, How precions alſo are thy thoughts un- 
to me, O God, how great 3t the ſum of them | 
Plal. 139, 17. 1» the multitude of my thoughts 
within me, thy comforts delight my Sonl , Pſal., 
94. 19. O! this is the firt door of our 
hearts which believers open to their beloved 
Lord. 
24ly. The ſecond is the door. of conlidera- 
tion which ſinners ſhould open to Chritt: O 
that they were wiſe, and underftood this, that 
they would conſider their latter end , Deur. 32. 
29. The Oxe khnoweth bzs owner , aud the Aſſe 
bis Maſters Crib , but Iſrasl doth not know , 
my people doth not confider , Ifa. 1, 3,” The Ta- 
bret, and Pipr, and Hary, and ine are'intherr 
Feaſts, but they regard not the work of the Lord, 
ether conſider whe operation of bis bands , Ila, 
5..12. Butnow thoſe 'that have opened this 
door to Chriſt , -they.conſider their ways. 7 be 
X pright gonfidernth bis ways , Prov. 21, 29, 
Anduhe wondrons works of God, Job 37. 14. 
Ad what great things God bath done for bim, 1 
Sam, 
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San. 12: 2:4. Therefore this ſaith the Lord of F* ** 
Hoſts, conſider your ways, Hag. 1.5, And this ſ4. 
is the ſecond door of the hearr. ig bt 
3dly, The third door is the door of affe&i- f9**« 
on , which Sinners ſhonld open co Chritt : f.* 4” 
T hou ſhak love the Lord thy God with all. thy eh 
beart , and with all thy Soul, Deut. 6.5. If y*Y* 
any man love not the Lord Feſps, let him be ana |* 1 
thema maranatha, 1 Cor. 16. 22+. Grare be [YU 
. wth all thers that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt wn [5 
truth and ſincerity , Eph. 6: 24, Set your .affe. 9: 
ions on things above , and not on things beneath, Ft 
Col. 3.1. this door of love and affection muſt hid 
be opened co Chriſt, that he may come” in to [Pr'* 
your hearts , and be your neareſt and deareſt, han 
your joy and delight , that you: may have. re- |” Pe 
conciliation with che Father , Union with the Þ* 7 
Son, and communion with the Holy Ghott: 
And this'is the third 4oor of the heart, of 
4thly, The fourth is the door of Delire , |! 
which muſt be opened te Chyj(t , or elſe he |*3* 
cannot come into our hearts, and ſup with us 
O (inners, you muſt delire and thirſt after [7 > 
Chrift vehemently, and ſay as the Church doth he ts 
in the laſt of Cantic. ult. fake haſt my beloved, [01 
and be thou like to'a Roe, or to 4 young Hart 
wpou the Mountains of Spices : $0 in « Rev. 22,1299! 
20, Even ſo come Lord Jeſns, come quickly. $0 q 
with the PlalmiR, Pſal. 73. 25, Whowl have 1]® 
in Hcaven but thre, andibere is none. /om Earth 
(6 
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0 be deſired beſides thee, And with the Church, 
ſa. 26. With my Soul have I deſired thee in the 
ight ; yea with my Spirit within me will I ſeck, 
bee early, for the deſire of my Soul is to thy 
ame , and to the remembyance of thee, S0 
ith Pawl , 1 deſire to know nothing among you , 
ave Jeſus Chriſt, and him Crucified, 1 Cor. 2. 
2, Tus is the fourth door of the beatt which 
ou muſt open to Chriſt, without which there 
is no ſupping with Chrift , nor Chriſt with 
ou, 
5thly. The fifth is the door of eſtimation 
hich finners muſt open to Chriſt , chart is, to 
prize him, andto value him as more precious 
han all other things beſides ; ſo do believers, 
1 Pet. 2, 7. Hints you therefore which believe, he 
is precious ; and with Paul, do connt all things 
but dung and dirt to gain him; and alſo with 
Moſes , to efteems the reproach of Chriſt greater 
riches than the Treaſures of Kgypt, Heb. 11, 
25, O! thoſe bleſſed Souls that have open- 
ed this door to-Chriſt, he is to them all loye- 
ly , the chieteſt among ten thouſands ; yea , 
he is better than Rubies , and all the things 
thou' canſt delire, are not to be compared 
unto him', Prov, 3.15. ſoit miſt be with you, 
poor ſouls, you mult look npon Chriſt as mot 
lovely , moſt precious , moſt deſirable, and 
moſt glorious ; Thus he 15 to the Father, co 
the holy Angels, and _—_ Saints. And this 
15 
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is the fifch door of the heart, 
6thly, The (ixt is the door of a good Con- 
verſation , which Sinners as well as Saints 
muſt open to Chriſt : For owr converſation is in 
Heaven, from whence alſo we look for a Saviour, 
the Lord Feſus, Phil, 3. 20. For the Grace of 
Gd that bringeth Salvation , bath appeared to 
all men , andieaching us , that denying ungod- 
lineſs and worldly luſts , we ſhould live ſoberly , 
and godly, and reghteonſly in this preſent world » 
Tit. 3.11, Seemng then that all theſe things ſhall 
be diſſelved , what manner of perſons onght yee to 
be in all holy conver(ation and godlineſs , 2 Per. 
3+11, Only let your converſation bs as becometh 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, Phil. 1. 29, And to bim 
that ordereth bis conver ſation aright, will I biw 


the Salvation of God, This is the [1xt door. of 
the heart, to wit, a good Converſation; thi 

allomult be opened to Chrit, that he may 
come in, and ſup with us, and we with him 

that our Souls may have fellowſhip and Com» 
munion with him, And thus-I have briefly 
ſhewed you, beloved, what the Doors are 
that muſt be opened ro Chriſt: Now having 
done with the Expianation , I come to the 
Application of the point, and as I have open- 


ed ic to you that you might ſee it, and proved 
it to you, that you might believe it, I ſhall 
now apply it, that you may receive it, 
Is it ſo beloved , that che hearts of Sinners 

are 
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are thus barr'd and bolted again the Lord 
Jeſus ? | 


Uſe 1. Fiſt by way of  /oformation ; This 
may be of uſe ro inform us of the ſad and miſe- 
rable condition of all unconverted perſons ; 
they are wrerched, and miſerable , and poor , 
and blind , and naked ; they are without 
Chrift, being aliens from che Common-wealth 
of 1/rael , and Strangers to the Coyenane of 
promiſe, having no hope, and without: God 
in the world , -Eph. 2. 12, O Sinners, thes'is 
your condition, who are graceleſs and Chrit- 
leſs perſons, and though this be ſad , yet this 
is not all , for your hearts are barr'd and bolred 
againſt the Lord of Life and Glory :+Q-thon 


f that heareſt or readeſt this, how canſt 'thou 


bot tremble co think-thar thy heart ſhonld be 
thus barr'd and boked againf Jeſus Chrift with 
Ignorance , with Unbelief , ſelf-conceiced- 
neſs, earthly-mindedneſs,Prejudice, and bard- 
neſs of heart ; and yer all this while open ro 
Sin , to Satan, and to the World, which are 
cruel Enemies to thy Soul : That I mayhatien 
you out of this condition, if it be the will of 
God, ( as the Anpel did Let out of Sodow,Gen. 
19 )I hall turn my difcourſe into an Exhbor« 
f4tion. 
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Hſe 2, And firlt of all ler me exhort you 
whoſe lrearts are thus batr's and bolted a- 
eain(t Jeſus Chrift , ro hear his Voice , and co 
open the door. 

1. Fohear his Voice; O Sinners, Chri(t 
ſpeaks co you by your Conſciences , by his 
Spirit, by his Word , by his Rod , and by his 
Servarts : O you Men and Women of this 
City , God hath ſpoken to you by all theſe 
Voices', kbu-youhave turned the deaf Ear to 
Chriſt. The oice of the Lord cryeth to the Ci- 
fy , (and the man of wiſdom ſhall ſee thy Name ) 
hear yee the Rod, and who hath appointed it , 
Micha. 6. 9. O London, Londen | God ſpeaks 
to thee'by his Judgements : and tecauſe thou 
would” not hear che Voice of his Word, he 
hath made thee to feel the Rroke of his Rod, 
O preat City | how hath the Plague broke in 
vpon” thee , becauſe of thy abominations ? 
T has they provoked bim to anger with their in- 
vVentions , and the Plague brake in upon them 
Pal. 106. 29. O.you of this City | how is 
the wrath of the Lord kindled againſt you, that 
fuch multitudes of thouſands are fall'n within 
thy borders by the noyſome Peſtilence, God's 
immediate Sword? O London ! how are thy 
ſtreets thinned, thy Widows increaſed , and 
thy burying places filled, thy Inhabitants fled, 
thy Trade decayed ! © therefore lay to heart , 
you 
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you that are yer alive, all cheſe chings, and 
turn from your wicked ways , that the cry of 
your Prayers may out-cry the cry of your lins, 
and be like unto the City of NN ;niv+h , who 
believed God, and gave credit to Fonas his 
words , who humbled themſelves , and faſt-. 
ed, and cryed mightily unto the Lord , Fonas 
3. 5. Olet not Heathens outſtrip Chriſtians ; 
Did Ninwveh repent and turn from their wick- 
ed ways, and ſhall nor London? May be you 
may think ( my Brethren) thet all is well now, 
and that God is friends with you , becauſe the 
lickneſs decreaſeth and abateth ; I fay, H:fled 
be God for it ; but be not deceived, God is 
not mocked, to whomſoever God beitows 
oreat mercies, if they abound in great wick- 
edneſs, he will infli& great -puniſhments up- 
on them. Alas Beloved, do your (ins de- 
creaſe ? And doth that abate ? Is there a curn- 
ing from lin, anda turning to God ? Is there 
a reformation and amendment of life amongſt 
you? Itthisbefo, then you may hope tbar 
God hath done aiflifting of you : 1f my , People 
which are called by my Name , (hall bumble 
themſeclues , and pray , and [cek my face, ard 
turn from their wicked ways , then will I forgive 
their ſin , and heal their land, 2 Chron. 7. 1 4. 
Burt if you remain till as prophane as before , 
as ſuperſticious as before , as carnal as before, 
as luke-warm as before , as hard-hearted and 
C3 cruel 
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cruel as before , as proud and vain as before z 
I ſay , ifit te thas with you God hath not yer 
done with London , but hath other Judge- 
ments to pour out upon you, though he cauſe 
this to ceaſe ; do bur ſee how God dealc with 
the Jews in this cale , Am.4. 6. [ have given 
y0u cleanneſs of teeth in all your Cuties, and want 
of bread in «ll your places , yet have you not ro- 
turned unto me , ſaith the Lord; I have alſo 
with-holden the ra;n from you , yet bave yee not 
returned unto me , ſaith the Lord ; I have ſmit- 
ten you with blaſting and mildew , yet have you 
got returned wnto me, ſath the Lord. I have 
ſent among you the Peſtilence, after the manner of 
Egypt , yy young men have 1 ſlain with the 
Sword , and have taken away your horſes , and 
Thave made the ſtink of your Camps to come up 
into your noſtrils , yet have ye not returned unto 
we , ſaith the Lord, I have overthrown ſome of 
your , as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah , 
and ye were as a fire-brand plucke ont of the burn. 
i2g , yet bave ye not returned unto me , ſaith the 
Lord : Therefore this I will ao mnto thee, O Ifl- 
rael, and becauſe [ will do this nuto thee , pre- 
pare to meet thy God, O Iſrael, Theretore my 
dear Brethren, for Gods ſake, for Chriſts ſake, 
and for your ſouls ſake , hear Chriſts Voice , 
that you may be proſperous on earth, and glo- 
rious in Heaven, 

2." Let me exhort you , and O that T could 

pre- 
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prevail with you to perſwade you of this Ci- 
ry to three things, 

1. That you would throughly turn from 
your evil wiys , and amend your doings, that 
God may repent him of tne evil which other- 
wiſe he may bring upon you. O ſee what the 
Lord ſaith, Jer, 26. 3. If ſo be they will beark- 
en, and turn every man from his evil way, that 1 
may repent me of the evil which! pur poſe to do wnto 
them, becauſe of their doings, \ee verſ. 13. 
Therefore now amend your waye3, and your 
doings , and obey the voice of the Lord your 
God, and the Lord will repent him of the e- 
vil that he hath purpoſed againſt you. Alſo 
mark what the Lord ſpeaketh by the Prophet , 
Jer. 7. 3. T hwus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the 
God of Iſrael , amend your ways and your dozngr , 
and [ will cauſe you to dwell 12 this place , Ver.5, 
If ye throughly amend your ways and your do- 
ings, O beloved , the Lord our God is wil- 
ling to heal, willing to hear , and willing to 
forgive, Great Cities are places which are u- 
{oally guilty of great (ins, gteart provocations, 
and. preat abominations ; and for this canſe 
hath God deftroyed and overthrown many Ci- 
ties, as the Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah » 
Gen. 19. 24.7 hbenthe Lord rained upon Sodom 
and Gomorrah fire and brimſtone from the Lord 
ont of Heaven, Allo Admah and Z tboim, Hol. 
11,3, How ſhall make thee as Admah, «d 
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ſet thee at Teboim : So Jeruſalem and other 
Cities were deltroyed by God for their ſinnes 
and wickedneſs , 2 Chron, 35.19. Jer.52.13, 
14. Now ſee what the Apoltle, Peter ſaich of 
of chis, 2 Pet. 2.6. And turnimg the Cities of 
Sodom «»vd Gomorrah zxto alves, condemned 
th:m with au overthrow , making them an en» 
ſample unto thoſe that after, ſhould live ungodly. 
© London, repent, that it nay not be ſo with 
thee. Oye people ! rent your hearts, and 
not your garments , and turn unto the Lord 
who 15 willing to receive you, that fo his 
Judgements may be diverted; your for- 
mer Mercies reſtored , ana his bleſſings pour- 
ed down upon you, 

| 2aly. That you would dearly love, and high- 
ly prize thoſe precious Saints and Servants of 
the Moſt High God , which are amongft you. 
Theſe are they of whom the world is not wor- 
thy , Heb. 11, 38. God prizes them as his 
Jewels and Treaſures', Mal. 3. 17. Exod. 
19.5. God calls them the dearly beloved of 
his ſoul , Jer. 12.7. They are a choſen ge- 
neration , a Royal Priegthood , an holy Nati- 
on , a peculiar People, 1 Pet. 2. 9g, Qthere- 
fore he iuffereth no man co do chem wrong ; 
yea, he reproveth Kings for their (akes , Pſal, 


195.14. O beloved Nations,and Cities,and 
Kings are bleſſed for their ſakes , ſee Gen. I 2. 
2, 3- And thoy ſhalt be a bleſſing , 1 will bheſſe 
| then 
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them that bleſſe thee , and curſe bin that eurſeth 
thee. O London, in this thou art happy, yea 
more happy than any one City upon the face 
of the Earth, ( that I know, or have heard 
of) becauſe thou haſt wichin chy Borders more 
righteous, more Saints, more true Believers, 
who are {till lighing and mourning for thy 
lins , praying for thy peace, and ſeeking and 
defiring thy eternal good, 

3dly. And laRtly let me exhort you to open 
the door , and let Chriſt in , into your 
Thoughts, into your Minds , into your Aﬀe- 
tions, into your Dehres, into your Eſtima=- 
tions , and into your Converſations. O be- 
loyed, keep Chriſt out no longer , but ter 
him into your hearts and ſouls, that he may 
make yourich, rich in Faich , rich in Knows 
ledge , rich in Aſſurance , rich in Privileges , 
rich in Experiences , and rich in good works. 
O therefore let not ſin be let in , and Chri 
ſhut out. O ler Jeſns Chriſt inco your hearts, 
for it you ſhut the door againſt Chriſt , he - will 
ſhut the door againſt you. 

Firſt , The Door of Mercy. 

Secondly , The Door of Acceptance. 

T birdly , The Door of Salvation. 

1. The Door of Mercy will be ſhut againſt 
you : Such whom Chriſt calls tro, and they 
will not hear, they ſhall call, but Chriſt will 
not hear, Prov.1.24. Becauſe I have called 

and 
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and ye have vefuſed, I have ſtretched out my your 


hand, and no man regarded , Ver. 28, Then 
ſhall they call wnon mr , butt will nat anſwer , 
they hall ſeek me early , but they 1ha"! not find 
me; mine eye rhall mt fpavre, neither will I 
have pity ; and thongh they ery m me ears 
with a loud woice , yet wil I not bear them, 
Ezek. 8.18. Therefor: thu: ſanh the Loyd, þ 
Behold, I will bring +1) r1pan them , which 
they thall not be ab/- '» :(cxpt , ant thongh they 
ſhall cry unto me, [ +l! nor hrarhen wits them , 

» Ti, Tho Becaute ey have brhaved them- 
ſelves ill ws their dornge > Mich. 7.4. Thusmy þ 
Beloved, you ſee how the Door ef Gods 
Mercy will be ſhut again; yon, if you ſhut the 
Door of your hearts again; Chriſt, 


+ 2dly. The Door of Acceprance will be 
ſhut againſt you, if you ſhut the Door of 
your hearts againſt Chriſt ; Thas ſaith the Lord 
wnto this People , thus have they loved to wan- 
der , therefore the Lord doth not accept them : 
when they fat I will not bear their cry, aud 
when they offer burnt-offerings and an Oblation 
{ will not accept them, Jer, 14, 10. 12, To- 
what purpoſe cometh there to me Incenſe from 
Sheba ? and ſweet Cane from a far Conntry ? 
your burnt-offerings are not acceptable , nor your 
Sacrifices ſweet unto me » Jer. 6.20. I hate, 1 
deſpiſe your Feaft- days , and I will not ſmell in 
your 
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your ſolemn Aſſemblies , and though ye offer me 
fferings , I will not accept them , Amos5.21 , 
22. O beloved, thoſethat will not accept of 
of Chriſt , ſhall not be accepted in Chriſt : 
ho hath made #4 accepted in the Beloved , E- 
pheſ. 1. 6. 
34ly , The door of Salvation will be ſhut a- 
gainlt you , if you ſhut the door of your hearts 
againſt Chriſt. He that made you will nor 
ſave you , and he that favoured you, will ſhew 
you no favour , but as you bave refuſed to o- 
pen the door of your hearts to our Savieur ; ſo 
he will refuſe to own you as his people, and 
ppen the Door of Salvation for you ; ſee the 
words of our blefled Lord himſelf, Lake 13. 
5. When once the Maſter of the bonſe u riſen 
wp, and hath shut too the Door , and yee begin to 
ard without and to knock at the Door , ſaying , 
Lord, Lerd, open unto 4; and be ſhall anſwer 
and ſay unto you ; 1 know you not , whence you 
are : depart from me all ye workers of iniquity. 
ben ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth , 
when ye (hall ſee Abraham + Iſaac, and Jacob, 
nd all the Prophets in the Kingdom of God, and 
e your ſelves thruſt out. Conſider what hath 
been ſaid , And the Lord give you. underitan- 
lng in all things. 


The End of the Firſt Sermon. 
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Great DAY 
Of His 


WRATH. 


Rey. 6. 17. 


For the great day of his wrath is come , and 
who hall be able to ſtand. 


-y Very mans thoughts runs now like 
Nebuchadnezz,ars , with a delire to' 
know what ſhall come to paſs hereat- 
ter, or what things time will bring 
orth , Dan. 2, 29, There is nothing in the 
omb of time , but what was firſt in the 
Womb of God, 
Now this Book of the Revelations ſhews us 
eſe three things, _ I. The 
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1. The State and coudition of the true 
Church of Chriit upon Earch , under the po. 
wer and reign of An:richrilt. 
2. Theriſe, the reign, and rage of Anti- 
chriſt in the World, _ '! 

3. The quiet, bleſſed , and glorious ſtate 
and condition of the crae Church here below ; 
after che ruine and downfalt of &ntichrilt, the 
coming of Chtiſt will be che ruine of Anti= 
chriſt, 2 7hef. 2. 8, # ham the Lord ſhall con- 


ſume with the ſpirit of bis month , and ſhall de- 
roy with the brighmeſs of bis apminge + This is 
en dunrr 4 kung ori a Earth, 
"This Chapter out of which my Text 1s ta- 
ken ſhews us ſeven chings, 

1. Here you mayſee what Gods dreadful 
Judgements are , \by which he cuts off , and 
deftroys the .Inhabitants of the Karth-, for 
their fn and wickednels : they are likened (0 
compared to Horfes , as you may ſee fro ver 
4. tOver. 8, Here you have a red hoyſe the 
Sword : A black horſe, the Famine; A pal 
horſe , the Peſpilencr ( or Plague ) A ry 
leads to death. > 
+ Horſes are Creatures, which run to af 
and ſo do Gods Judgements ; from houſe , te 
houſe ; from ſtreet, ro ftreetz from City, tc 
City ; from Town ro Town; and from on 
Pariſh to another : And the Lord ſaid, go 


after him thorowgh the City; and faite: L 


, ( 
one 
0 
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wot your eye ſpire, neuther bave ye pity , Ezek. 
9, 5. lo Jer.5. 132, 3» 42 5: 6» 

Horles are Creatures, which are very ſwift in 
their motion , they run many miles in a lit- 
tle rime ; and therefore men ride them poſt. 
Gods Judgements are alſo very ſwift , they do 
much execution in a lictle time. So the Lord 
tenc a Peſtilence upon 1ſreel , from the morn- 
ing, even to the time appointed : and there 
died of the people from Dan , even tO Berſhe- 
ba, ſeventy chouſand men, 2 Sam. 24. Ig. 
2 Chron, 32.21, You may alſo ſee a proof 
of this , by what God hath done to Londen , 
when there fell of che people above a thouſand 
a day. 

= You may ſee here , where all the Holy 
Martyrs and wicneſles of Jeſus Chriſt are, who 
have been lain for the word of God, and for 
the Teſtimony of Jeſus , they are under the 
Alter v. 6. That is, under the glorious pro- 
teftion of Chri(t in Heaven. T bey are hefors 
the T brone of God , ſerving him day and night , 


off 41d the Lamb leads them to the lirumg Fountain , 


and God wipes away all tears from their eyes 1 
Rev. 7. 15, 16, 17. : 

3. You may ſee alſo the cauſe for which 
theſe bleſſed ſouls were (lain , it was for the 
word of God, andfor the Teſtimony of Je- 
{as Chriſt, ver. 9. 

4. Here you may ſee, that all the Saints 
pre- 
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precious blood which hath been fpilc from 
rimetotime, by the Whore of Babylon , cry- 
eth aloud day and right, to God tor yenge- 
ance upon Babylon, ver. 10. 

5. You have here the anſwer of God, in 
relation to the Saints Cry , and it was ſaid 
unto them , That they ſhould reſt yet for a little 
while , until thrir fellow-ſervants alſo, and their 
brethren that ſhould be killed as they were, ſhould 
be fulfilled, ver. 17. 

6. You may here ſee what dreadful and ter- 
rible things, followed upon the opening of the 
ſixth Seal , wer. 12. And Lo there was a preat 
E arth- quake ; and the Sun became black as 
ſack: cloth of Hair , aud the Moon became as 
bleed, and the Stars of Heaven fell unto the 
Earth : And the Heaven departed as a Strole 
when it is rolled together; and every Mountain 
and Iſland were moved out of their places. Theſe 
are the viſible Judgements of God which are 
rocome vpon the Antichriſtian Crew. 

7. And laitly ;- this Chapter ſhews us what 
will be the ſtate and condition of thoſe men 
at that day , who are found enemies to God 
and his people, ver.15, And the Kings of the 
Earth , and the great men, and the rich men , 
and the chief Captains, and the mighty min , 
and every bond-man, and every free-man bid 
themſelves in the Dens, and in the Rock of the 
Mountains , ver. 16, And ſaid to the Monn- 
14m 
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tans and Rocks, fall onus, and bide us from the 
y= | fate of bims that fitteth on the T hrone , and from 
E- | thewrathof the Lamb. 

Now this brings me to che words of my 
in | Tex ; which ſhews us the reaſon of this great 
'd | our-cry : for the great day of his Wrath it come; 
lt | and who ſhall be able to ftand : 

i | Thewordsof my Text, contain two things: 
i4 } A reaſon, and a Quelition, 'F 
x - The former part is the Ground ( or Rea- 
r- | fon ) 6f this great out-cry here made by the 
ne f Kings and great men of the Earth 7 together 
at | with every bond. man and free-man; for the 
as }} great 7 of bis Wrath is come. 

as | 2. Thelaterpartisa Queſtion propoſed a+ 
he || bout Randing at that day, eAnd who ſhall be a> 
ple | ble to ſtand? 

in | The. point of Doctrine which I Qhall lay 
ſe | down from theſe words, is this , 

re | Dott, That the greateſt part of Men and Wo- 
meu will not be able to ftand in the Day of Gods 
at 8 Wrath, 

en Inthe handling of this point , I ſhall ſhew 
od | you four things. 

be | 1. Thatthere are ſome days greater than 0- 
» ; {| thers. | 

">| 2. Thenature and property of this great 
1d day, 

3, And thirdly , Who they are that will not 
be able to ſtand in this day of Gods wrath, 
| D 4- The 
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4. The #ſe and Application. | 

In the firſt place,I ſhall ſhew you, beloved, | », 
that there are ſome great Days ſpoken of in | 0» 
the Scripture ; See Jer. 30, 7. Alas! forthat | Cl 
day is great ,- ſo that none is like it : It ireven | th 
the time of Jacobs troubles, but be ſhall be ſa- || th 
ved ont of it, 

The fecond great day you have in Hoſes 1. gri 
It. T hen ſhall the Children of Jadah , and the | wi 
Children of Liracl be gathered together, and ap-| 
point themſelves one bead ;, ad they ſhall come || pe 
wp ont of the Land , for great ſhall be the day of Þ Call 
- Jezreel. 

The third great day you have in Joel 2. 37.þ ful 
The Sun ſhall be twrned into darkneſs, and the Evi 
Moon into blood , before the great and terrible for 
day of the Lord come. fror 
| © The fourth great day you have in Mal. 4.5. haſt 

Behold I will ſend you Elijah the Prophet, before} F 

the coming of the great and dreadfal day of the niſh 
Lord | 


ord. 

The fifth great day is this in my Text, Forf with 
the preat day of bis wrath is come, and who ſhall brar 
be able to ſtand ? . was 

The lixth great day you have in Rev. 1 6.14. Was. 
For they are the Spirits of Devils working mira] ders 
cles, which go forth unto the Kings of the earch © deliv 
and of the whole World , to gather them to thifſ Mitmi.. 
battle cf that preat day of ed Almighty. ſtor, 
Fhe ſeventh and laſt great day you haye 8 wrto's 

$41 


| he Epiftle'of Jade, ver. 6. 44 


[_ 


th 


ah. 4t 
the Angels 
which kopt not their firÞ Eftate, but left their 
own habuation, ht bath reſerved in everlaſting 
Chains under darkneſs » unto the Tudgement of 
the great day, Thus beloved, you fee thar 
there are ſyme days greater than others; which 
che Scripture calls great days, becauſe of che 
greacne(s of the work which God duth, and 
will do, , in thoſe days, | 

2. I ſhall now ſhew you the nature and pro- 
perty of this great day in my Text , which is 
called, T he great day of Gods wrath. 

O my Brechren , this will be a very dread- 
ful and terrible day to the Wicked , who call 
evil good, and good evil ; who put darkneſs 
for light, and light for darkneſs; and pur far 
from them the evil day , which is now 
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. | haſtning upon them. 


Firſt of all, this day will be a day of Aſto- 
niſhment tothe wicked and ungodly ; as it is 
ſaid, Dewt. 28, 28. The Lord ſhall ſmite them 
with madneſs and blindneſs and aſtoniſhment of 
beert.\ O, it will be with the wicked as fe 
was with Nebuchadnezz.ar, Dan, 3,24, who 
was aſtoniſhed to behold rhe works and won- 
ders of God , which the Lord wrought for the 
deliverance of thoſe which pnt their trutft in 
him. T ben Nebuchadnezzar rhe King was 4- 
ftowied ; androſe up in haſt, and ſpake, and ſaid 
wrto'bis Connſellors , Did not we caſt three ment 
Bu 1 D 2 bound 
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bound into the midſt of the Fire ? They anſwered 
*nd (ard unto the King, True, O K mg, He an- 
ſw cred and ſ4id , Lo | ſee four men looſe , walks #** 
ing yn the midſt of the Fire , and thry have ne 
burt, and the form of the fonrth is like the Son of | A 
God. © Sinners! do þut ſee here how this} Ve 
proud Nebuchadnez,zar was aſtoniſhed at the} W! 
beholding of this {fight : here are three chings 
char did a(foniſh this grear King, tibl 

Firſt, To ſee the Fire, whoſe nature is ro ME! 
burn and conſume , tv have no power to ſeize Wa 
upon the bodies of thoſe men : Fire, is one off O 6 
the cruellet Creatures; it is a mercileſs crea-| Þyl« 
ture,, and therefore the rorments of Hell is ſer} 2 
forth by Fire , Mat. 25.41. Go ye curſed wtoly 1t + 
everlait ing Firt , prepared for the Devil and bis god. 
Angpels. 

Second! y , the ſecond thing which did aſts- 
niſhNebuchaduez.2ar » was to ſee the ſervants] of C 
of the Lord, walk in the fiery Furnace. Dzd ſuch 
not we.caft thret men bound in the midſt of th Oy 
Fire? Lol (ae four men looſe walking in ther 
midſt of the flame ; They were caſt in vound, 
but now they are looſe. Now that the Fire 
ſhould have power on their - bands , and not 4 
on their bodies, O ! this cauſed aftoniſhme thow 
in Nebuchadneuz.er. lopmr 

Tuairdly , The third thing that did aftoniſh} 91 
him» was to ſee their number not decreaſed ,Þ bat 
but increaſed : Did not we caft three mer 

& - hl 


arcs 


The Great day of bit Wrath. 4} 
into the Fire 7. and lo I ſee four men walking in 
the midſt of the Fire, and the form 
js like untothe Son of God, And this d1d alfo 
aFonith this great King : Now as it was with 
N ebachadunez.z,ar here , 10 it will be with rhe 
Wicked in this great day.. O you that now 
ſpeak proudly, look highly, and walk contemp» 
tibly , it will aſtoniſh you to ſee Gods judge- 
ments pouring out upon you , and his wrath 
wax hot againit you , till chere be no remedy. 
O do bur fee that Text , Fer. 51.37. And Ba- 
bylon ſhall become heaps , a dwelling place for 
Dragons , an aftonihment and an biſ1ing, with» 
owt ax Inhabitant : Thus it will be with che un- 
godly at that day, 

2. It will be a day of terror to thoſe chat 
know not God, and that obey not the Goſpel 
of Chriſt ; the terrors of God will be upon 


);4{fuch , as it was upon thoſe Cities, Ger. 35+ 5. 


th 
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d, 
re 
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i(h another, 


O yegraceleſs perſons,that now fear not God, 


nor tremble at his word , he will make you: 7 


then tremble, as he did Be/ſhazer , when 


beheld che hand writing , Dar. 5. 6. Then 
the Kings Countenance was changed, and bu 


thoughrs troubled bim , ſo that the joints of his 
los were looſed, and bu knees ſmonte one againſ? 
O yeDrunkards and Swearers, you 
that deſpiſe reproofs, and hate in{trution- and 
ſet at noughrt all Gods counſel , know this , 


thac the day of Gods wrath will be a day of ter- 
D 
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of the fourth, 
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rqr.c6 you , Which will make yque hearts tg 
fink within yoa, your countenance to change , 
your joints £0 be looſed, and your ears to tin-f © 
gle , wben checerrors of the Almighty dec] few 
themſelves in array again{t you. - -Thereforeſ up0 
faith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 5. 11. Knowing Ant 
therefore the terrors of the Lord,, we perſwade Phi 


men. 

”,.24ly. This day of Gods wrath , will be a dayſ} 9&7 
of,Difreſs: ro the wicked, when your fearf} ? "+ 
ſhll come as deſolation , and .your deſtruti-} £4 
on as a whirlwind , when difireſs and. anguiſh hea 
cometh upon-you ,' Prov. t. 27, wo fee chach PO 
in Zeph. 1, 15. That day is 3 day of wrath, af t 
day of trouble and diftreſs, a day of waltne(s %ay 
and deſolation , 8 day of darkneſs and gloo-j LO! 
'mine(s , a day of clouds and chick darkneſs :;} PF! 
And Lwillbring diſtreſs »pon men , that they all t 
ſhall walk be blind men ,' becauſe they have (ny Þ* 
ned apainſt the Lord , and their blood hall t his 
powred out 4s duſt , avd their flesh as the dung ſee 
. neither their ſilver nor their gald hall be ablet 


deliver them in the day of the Lords wrath. Of *f* 
che diſtreſs that ungodly perſons will be in ag *# 
this day which will make them cry. ro. chef fOr' 
Rocks and Mountains to fall onithem, and hbidt of | 
them from the face of-him that Gcrech on Wk 
Throne , and from'the wrach of the. Lamb} be 
The God of Heaven wilt bring diftreſs-upor = 


all ſorts of men , which ſhall be found ungo« 
ly 


to ly » and their honour ſhall ner deliver them , 
nor their Gold deliver chem ; nor their Silver * 


deliver them, nor the greatneſs of their mul- 
cicudes deliver them , bur difreſs will come 
upon them as it did upon Saul, 1 Sam.28.15. 
And Saul anſwered , 1 am in ſore diſtreſs , tho 
Philiſt ines maks war againſ+ me , and God 
1s departed from me , and anſwereth me net- 
ther by Propheſies , nor by dreams, See Luk; 
21. 23, And there chall be great diftreſs in the 
Laxd , and wrath upon this people. Can you 
hear this. and not tremble atic, O ye thatare 

prophane ? 


Fourthly, This day of Gods wrath will be a 
day of great contempt to the ungodly , the 
Lord of Hoſts hath purpoſed it, ro ſtain che 
pride of glory , and to bring into contempt 
all the honourable of the Earth , /ſa. 23. 9. O! 
the enemies of the Lord , and fuch as oppole 
his Truth, will be then hiſfed at.. O do bur 
ſee that place Jer. 5 t. 37. 4»d Babylon hall 
become beaps , a dwelling place for Dragons , an 
aſtonichment and an hiſying without an Inhab;- 
tant, The Lord will pour contempt upon all 
ſorts of men who have {ided with the Whore 


4 of Babylon , and drunk of her Cup, they will 


not know whether to goe, nor where to hide 
their heads; but eyery one will hiſs at them , 
and have them in derifion, ſaying, Theſe are 
they who ſaid , It is in vain to ſerve the Lord, 
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apd what pronc is there in keeping of his Or-' 
dinanices, and in walking mournfully betors 
the Lord of Hoſts ? who counted Saints Sots , 
and godlineſs to be madneſs; therefore will | Go 
they be contemptible before the Lord, Angels J ſai, 
and good men. O think of this , you that | wa 
ſpeak proudly, and blaſphemouſly againit. Þ ang 
God and his People ; know aſſuredly, That Þ the 
God will ſpeak to you in his wrath , and vex |} the 
you in his ſore diſpleaſure : He that er in | ve 
the Heavens thall laugh, the Lord ball have ſor 


Ju in deriſion, Pſal. 2.3, 4- the 
Fifthly , This day of Gods wrath will be a || you 
oY day of great deſirution; Have ye not arked gt 


them that go by the way ! and do ye not know their | em 
tokens, T bat the wicked 11 reſerved to the day of |} ſys 
deftruttion ,. they ſhall be brought forth to the day }| in! 
df Wrath , Job. 21.29, 30. In this day the yok 
Dad Lord will deftroy bo:b evil*perſons , and evil } flo 
things, men, and their Idols; men, ang cheir | ve 
Inventions | Every plant which {5 not of Gods th 
planting, thall be pluckt up.y: and the Lord alone | Re 
hill be\exaltied in that day and the Idols be || re 
iball witerly abolrsþ ; in that day a man thall }| he 
caſt.bis Idols of Silner, and: his Idols of Gold, | an 
which they have made. each ore for bimſelf io | be 
worsbip , to the Males, and to the Bats, te gown | ur 
tothe b lefts of the Rocks , and inth the tapr of the 
Mragged Ricks ,.for fear of thi, Lard , and for the 
flory of his A{ajeſty when be @riſeth to 1hake * 
4: r1biy 
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ribly the Earth , Tf. 2.18, 20,21; All falſe- 
ways, falſe worſhips, and falle DoArines, ſhall 
fall in that day z tlus day will be a reaping day, 
God will empty the Earth ; as the Prophet 7- 
ſaiah ſpeaks , ch, 24. I, 2, 3. Bebold the Lord 
maketh the Earth empty , and maketh it waſt , 
and turneth it upſipe down, and ſcattereth abroad 
the Inhabitants thereof , and it 1hall be as with 
the People, ſo with the Prieſt ;" as with the Sey- 
vant, ſo withthe Maſter ; as withthe Maid , 
ſo with ber Miſtreſs ; as with the Buyer, ſo with 
the Seller ; 4s with the Lender, ſo with the Boy= 
rower ; as whhihe taker of {ſury, ſo with the 
giver of ſury to bim ; the land thall be utterly 
emptied , andwtterly ſpoil d ;, for the Lord bath 
ſpoken this Word. ' See Joel 3. 13,14. Put ye 
in the Sickle, for the Harveſt is ripe, cone , get 
you down , for the Preſs 1! full , the Fats overs 
flow,for the wickedneſs i great, Mult itndes,mul- 
titwdes in the V alley of Deviſion ;” for the Day of 
the Lord is near in the V alley of Derifion, Soin 
Rev.14.15. The Angels are appointed to 
reap down the Earth, O let every one chat 
hears ( or reads ) theſe ſayings, let chem hear, 
and fear, and tremble at them , for this wil} 
be.a day of grear deſtruftion to the wicked and 
ungodly. - 

Sixthly, and laſtly , This will be a day of 
great wrath, as it is ſaid in tke words of my 
Text , For the great day of bis wrath #4 come: 
Ws: - But 
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But who-may abide the day'of his coming, and 
who ſhall ſtand when he-appeareth ? For he is 
like a Refiners Fire. O beloved ! this is noc 
the day of mans wrath, men have bad their 


day of reigning and raging , and lording it 0. 


ver Gods people, but thais over and gone, and 
now Gods day is come, and this is the day of 
his wrath, and woe ro the Earth , and woe to' 
the Sea , and woe to the Waore of Babylon ; 

for the hour of her judgement is come. O 
beloved , Gods wrath will be very terrible to 

the wicked. 

1- Ic will tear them in pieces like a Lyon, 
For { will be unto Ephraim as a Lyon, and as 4 
yowng Lyon to the houſe of Judah, 1, evenT , 
will e4r, and go away , | will take away , and 
none ſhell reſcue him. Hoſea 5. 14. fo Job, 16. 
9. The Lord teareth me jn bis wrath , fo Pal. 
50.22, Now conſider this, ye that forget God , 
left-I tear you in pieces, and there be none to de» 

er. 

2, It conſumes like Fire : for behold the 
day cometh that ſhall burn like an Oven, and 
all the proud, yea , and all that do wickedly, 
ſhall be ftubble, and the day that cometh , 
ſhall burn them up,ſfaith the Lord of Hoſts;chat 
it ſhall leave them neither root nor branch , 
Mal. 4.1. Therefore have I poured out mune 
indignation upon them , [ have conſumed then 
with the Fire of my Wrath, Ezek, 22. 31. L 
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3. It ſwallows up like a 3 he hath 
devoured me , he hath me, he hath 
ſwallowed me up like a Dragon , Jer. 51. 34- 
T hew (halt makg them as 4 fiery Oven in the tins 
of —_ » the Lird ſhall ſwallow thew np 
in bis wrath , and the fire (ball devony them Plal. 
21. 9. O! the wrath ofthe Almighty is thac 
which tears like a Lyon, conſumes like Fire , 
and ſwallows up like a Dragon ;' and there- 
fore it is called (in the Scripture) fierce wrath, 
2 Kings 23.26. See Pſal, 158. 49. He aft 
upon chem the fiercenefs of his anger, wrath , 
and indignation, and trouble. $o'in Kev, 16, 
19. it is ſaid , And the great City was divided 
into three parts , aud the Cities of the N ations 
fell, and great Babylon came in remembrance 
before God , to give unto ber the Cup of the 
Wine of the fierceneſs of his Wyath.. Thuy be- 
loved, I have ſhewed you the nature and 
property of this great day ſpoken of in my 
Text. 

. A day of Aſtoniſhment, 
A day of Terror. 
. Aday of Diſtreſs. 
A day of Contempt. 
» A day of Deltruftion. 
. A day of Wrath, 


[-) 


I ſhallnow come in the third plac2,to ſhei 
you who they are that willnot be able to ſtand 
in.this great- Day | Firſt 
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Firſt, Snch as are prophane , will not be a. 
ble to ſtand in this great day , but ſay to the 
Mountains, Fall on us ; 'and tothe Hills, Co- 
ver us, -Luke 32.30. Becauſe they bave filled 
the midſt of thee with wiol:nce , and thou baft 
ſinned , therefore I will caſt thee as prophane out 
of the Mountain of God, and 1 will deſtroy thee, 
O covering Cherub, from the midſt of the ft ones 
of fire, kzek. 28. 16. fo Row, 2. 9. 7 ribalati- 
0» and angn;h wpen every Soul of man that deth 
evil. O ye prophane, ye that now wallow 
in your fins, as the Sow in the mire, and eat 
up (in, as they eat Bread ,” and drink up ini- 
quicy like water; O! let me tell you, you 
will not be able to ſtand in the day of wrath, 
-nor inthe day of Judgement , but defiruftion 
will be your end, and everlaſting miſery your 
porcion. © that ſuch would but conlider theſe 
two places of Scripture , Phil. 3. 19, Whoſe 
end 1s deſtruttion, whoſe God is thery belly, whoſe 
glory 1s in their ſhame', who mind eathl) things, 
Soalſo that in 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10, Kaow ye wot, 
that the unrig hteous ſhall not mberit the Kingdom 
of God: Be not deceived, 

N ether Fornicators, 

eNor Adulterers, 

Nor [dolaters, - 

Nor Effemimate, 

Nor abuſers of themſclues with - Man- 


hind 
"Nor 


AM 
. 


T he Great 
Nor Thieves, 

Nor Covetons, 

Nor Drunkgrd, 

Nor Remilers, 

Nor Extorioners, ſhall inberis the Kingdoms 

of G od. 

Though theſe men may now carry it out 
with a high hand , as if they had made a Co- 
venant with Death , and with Hell they were 
at an apreement, but your Covenant with 
Death ſhall be diſannulled , and your agree- 
ment with Hell (hall not ſtand , when the 0- 
verflowing ſcourge ſhall paſs thorow, then ye 
ſhall be trodden down by it, 1ſ4.28. 15.18, 

Secondly, Such as are ignorant , will not 
be able to Rand in this great day of Gods 
Wrath, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be reveal- 
ed from Heaven with his mighty Angels in 
flaming fire , taking vengeance on them that 
know not God , _ that obey not the Goſpel 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , who ſhall be pu- 
niſhed with everlaſting deſtruQian from the 
preſence ofthe Lord , and from the glory of 
his Power , 2 Theſ..1.7, 8,9. O youthar are 
ignorant and blind,” do you hear this 7 you are 
ſome of thoſe who will not be able to Rand in 
this great day , but ſay to the Rocks , Fall on 
us , and hide ns from the face of him that (it- 
teth on the Throne, and from the wrath of 
the Lamb. Beloved, I rold you in the mor- 


ning 
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ning, That Ignorance is one of thoſe curſed 
Get bars and bolts Chrit our of che hear: . 
it is that which ſhuts chem our from having 
mercy and fayour with the Lord , See Iſa. 27, 
Ii. Fort 1s a people of no underſtanding, ther e- 
fore be that made them will have no mercy on har 
them ; and he that for med them , will ſhew then: || dry 
no favour. chr] 
- Thirdly, Such as have Gded with Antichriſt / 
againſt Chriſt, will not be able to. ſtand in this / 
great day; ſuch as have drunk of the Waores [ 
Cup of Fornication , ſhall drink of the Cup | #7 
of Gods indignation , which is poured out | A 
A 

f 

] 


without mixture : /f any mas wor ſhip the Beaſt 
' and bis Image, and receive hit mark in hi: 
hand, the ſams (hall drink_ of the Wine of the 
IPrath of God , which is powred out without mix- | day 
more » into the Cup of bis indignation , and he | the 
ſhall be tormented with fire and brimFtone, in the || the. 
preſence of the boly Angels , and in the preſence | Thi 
of the Lamb, Rev. 14. 9, 10, O Beloved 1} Rer 
all choſe who have been partakers with her in'l « 
finning , ſhall be parcakers wich her in ſuffer- I den 
ing'; cherefore come out of her my people 
chat ye be nor parrakers of her ſins., and chad | a fo 
receive not of her plagues, Rev. 18.4, All I the! 
rhat curſed brood of Xowe , with all che Anti-j All 
chriſtian crew , will-not be able to ſtand -in' Þ not 
this = day' of Gods wrath , but will be 
conſumed like fnel.,. and be deyoured as on 
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do ye imagine againſt 'the Lord? be will make 


cond time for while they be folden together as 
thorns , and while they are druuken as Dran- 
hards, they ſhall be devoured as ſinbble fully 
dry ; ſo that all choſe who have ited Anti- 
chritt again(t Chriſt, 

Againſt his Government, 

Apain{ his Goſpel, 

Againſt bis Spirit, 

Apainſt his Worſhip, 

Againſt his Miniſters, 

Againſt his Members. 

And againſt his Glorious Cauſe. 

I ſay they will not be able to Rand in this 
day of Gods wrath , but cry tothe Rocks and 
the Mountainsto fall on them . and to hide 
chem from the face of him'that ſictecth on the 
Throne , and from the wrath of the Lamb 
Rev. 19. 19, 20,21, | n) 

4. Such as have a form of podlineſs, and 
deny the power thereof , will not be able to 
ſtand in this Great D ay of Gods Wrath ; having 
a form of Godlineſs, bur denying the power 
thereof , from ſuch rutn away , 2 Tim. 3. 5. 
All idle and floathful Profeflors, who have 
nothing of God, nor nothing of Chriſt , nor 
nothing of the Spirit, nor nothing of the po- 
werof the Wordin them , having only a no- 

tion 


an utter end , affiittion ſhall not riſe up the fe- 
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ble fully dry 3 fee Nahum-1. 9, 10. What 
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tion or formal profeſſion; ſuch I ſay, willFThre 
not be able to ſtand in this Day. See Rom. 2. For 
-17. Behold, thou' art called a Jew, and reſiet wha 
in the Law , and makelt chy boalt of God, andJShey 
art confident that thou thy ſelf art a Guider of Bſelve 
che Blind, an inſtruter of the Fooliſh ," af[zek, 
Teacher of Babes , which haſt the form of flo th, 
knowledge and of the truth , in the Law, bur 
mark what God ſaith co ſuch, ver. 23. T hou 
that makeſt thy boaſt of the Law, through break + 
ing of the L:w dichonoureft thou God ? for. the 
name of God is blaſphemed among the Genitilei 
through you. O ! are there not many amongſt 
us, who profeſs God in words , but deny him 
in works? who have amatne to live , and are 
dead } who bavea'torm, butnor the power ? 
who have all without , and nothing within ? 
like to,thoſe in ſar. 7. there ſpoken 'of by 
Chriſt . ver. 22. any will ſay to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied in thy 
N amo , and in thy N ame bave caſt out Devils, 
and in thy Name done many wonderfull works ? 
Ver.23: Andthen will ] profeſs wnto them , | 
never knew you , Depart from me ye that work, 
imquity. 
5. Suchas are idle Shepheards , and blind 
- Guides, will not be able to and this great day 
of Gods Wrath, bur will cry to the Rocks and 
the Mountains to fall on them , and to hide 
them from the face of him that lirterh on the 
Throne 
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hrone , and from the” Wrath of the Lamb. 
or this , ſee a few Scriptures among many ,/ 

what the Lord our God ſpeaketh againft idle 

Shepherds, and blind Guides, who teed chem- 

ſelves , and not the Flock of Chrift , See E- 

wth, 34+ 23 3, 4. Thus ſarthihe Lord God nn- 

to the Shepherds , Wo be to the Shepherds, of Il- 

rael, that do ferd themſelves: ſhould not the 

Shepherds feed the Flack? Te eat the Fat , and 

Je clothe y ow with the Wool; Ye hill them thas 

wefed , but ye feed not the Flock; The diſraſ- 

id have ye not ſtrengthned, neither have ye heal» 

ed that which was jick , neither have ye bound 

#p that which was broken , neither have ye 

brought again that which was drives away ; 

* Y veithey bave ye fought that which was loſt 5 but 

* U with force and with cruelty bave ye ruled them. 

Therefore, O ye Shepherds, hear the word'of the 

Lord , Thu ſaith the Lord God, Behold, 1 am 

againſt the Shepherds , and I will require my 

þ at thair hand, aid cauſe them to ceaſe from 

"| feeding the flock : neither ſball the Shepherds 

feed theniſelves any more 5 For 1 will deliver my 

Flock from their mouth, that they may »t-be 

meat for them, ver. 9,10. For both Prophet 

and Prieſt are Prophane , yea on my houſe have 

I found their wickedneſs; ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 

| concerning the Prophets , behold, 1 will feed. them 

with wormwood , ard make them drink of the 
water of Gall , for from the Prophets of Jeruſ 
E 
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lems, is prophanneſs gone forth imo all the Land |, 
Jer. 23.11, 15,16, Seealſo Hoſea 4. from 
ver. 1.to 11, Mark alſo what our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ſairh , It. 23. of idle Shepherds and 
blind Guides, verſe 14. #0 unto you Scyibes 
and Phariſees, Hypocrites, For ye devour Wis 
dows Howſes, and for 4 pretence make long pray- 
ers, therefore ye ſhall receive the greater dansna« 
tion. Thus you (ce, Beloved , that the 
Scriptures with open mouth do ſpeak forth the 
deſolation, and calamities which will befall 
idle Shepherds, and blind Guides in chat day ? 
and if rhey cannor. ſtand when his wrath is 
kindted bur a little, O what will they doe 
when his wrath ſhall. come upon them to the 
utmoſt , eyven<thefierceneſs of his wrath ? 
then will they not be able to ſtand. 

6thly. Such as are Hypocyites will not be a= 
ble co ſtand in this great day of Gods wrath , 
bur detire if it were poſſible to hide them+ 
felves in 'the Dens and Caves of the Earth. 
And the people ſhall be as the burning of 
lime , as thorns cut up ſhall chey be burnt in 
the Fire, Hear ye that are afar off what I 
have done, and ye that are near, acknowledge 
my might 5 The ſinners in Z;on are afraid 
fearfulneſs hath ſurprized the Hypocrites : 
Who among us ſhall dwell with deyouring 
fire > Who among us ſhall dwell with eyer- 
lating burnings ? See Job, $. 13. So are the 


paths 
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paths ef alt that forget God , and the Hypecrites 
bepe hall periſh, ver. 14. Whoſe þope ſhall be 
cut off , and whoſe truſt ſhall be «a Spiders web , 
ver. 15. He ſhall l:an upon bis houſe but it shall 
not ſtand , he cha' bold it faſt, but it 1hall not 
endure, O thou hypoctice ,- whoever thou 
art, notwithRanding chou haſt got the calking 
parc of Religion , and makelt a ſhew of God» 
lineſs , yet all this while chou att a difſembler 
in thy heart. See Jer, 42. 21, 22. For ye diſ- 
tmbled in your hearts, when ye ſent me unto the 
Lord, your God, ſaying » Pray for #s #nto the 
Lord onr God, and according unto. all that the 
Lord our God vhall ſay , ſo declare wnto us , and 
we will doit. And now I have this 6 declared 

it to you , but yet bave not obeyed the V ovee of the 
Lord your God , nor any thing for the which he 
hath ſent me wno you. Now therefore know, cer+ 
tainly, that ye shall dye by the Sword, by the F a- 
#;ne , and by the Peſtilence , in the place whi- 
ther ye deſire to go and to [ojourn, Da you hear 
this, ye that are Hypocrites, that God hates 
ſuch, and will puniſh chem wich great puniſh» 
ments; He will cut them aſunder , and give 
them their portion with Reprobates, and Ca(- 
awayes, in eyerlaſting burnings, Mat. 24. 

5 Is R: 

7. Andlaſtly, All ſuch as leve not the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in trath and fincericy, will nor be 
ible ro ſtand it this day of Gods Wrath ; = 
E 2 er 
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ther they be Turks or Jews , Papifts or Prote- 
ftants , bond or free, all is one, for they will hwne 
not be able to ſtand if they love not the Lord] 4 
Feſus Chriſt ; See 1 Cor. 16, 22, If any man froun 
love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be Ana-|inth 
thema, Adaranath. O beloved ! all civſe who fin ch 
ſhall be found Unbelievers, Unconverted, end} 1. 
Unregenerate in this day of Gods Wrath , bez. 21 
they Kings, or great men , 11ch men , or ehief 2, 
Captains , or mighty men , or be they bond-Jard | 

men, or free-men , they ſhall all cry to theſ17. 
Mountains and Rocks, ſaying , Fall on us , and} 3. 
hide #s from the face of him that ſitteth on theſt. C 
Throne , and from thewrath of the Lamb , for} 4. 
the great day of bis Wrath is come, in th 
5, 
Thus beloved , I have ſhewed you briefly} 6. 

in ſeven parciculars ; who they are that willjrer, 
not be able to ſtand in the day of Geds Wrath, | 7. 


| be go 

r. The Prophane.. 8, 

2, ]he Ignorant. | of the 

3. They chat fide with Antichrigt againſl foune 

Chriſt. are | 

4. The formal Profeſſor. great 

5. The Idle Shepherds and blind Guides, Jnott 

W 6. The Hypocrites. # Jeains 
| 7. And laſtly, They that love not chej 1! 
Lord Jeſus, - ge 


Obj. Bat Beloved, it may be you will ſay, If 
I vi 
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itt frone of theſe will be able to ſtand , who then will ? 

rd] A»(w, I Anſwer; All thoſe who ſhall be 

an (found having on their Wedding Garments, and 

a-\in the Spirit of the Lamb will be able to land 

10 ſin this day, and they are cheſe. 

nd] 1. They that overcome, Rev. 2. It, Chap. 

bejz. 21. Chap. 12. 11, Chap. 21+ 7- 

ef} 2. They that keep the Commandments of God, 

d-Jard bave the Teſtimony of Feſus Chriſt. Rev. 12, 

hejt7. Chap. 6.9. 

»d] 3. They that ftand with the Lamb , Rev.14, 

ther. Chap. 17. 14. 

for} 4+ T hey that bave their Fathers name wruten 
in their forehead, Rev. 14.1. 

5 » T hey that ſing a new ſong » REv. 14. 2, 
fly} 6. They that are redeemed from the eanth, 
Tiller. 3» 

. | 7+ T hey that follow the Lamb whitherſoever 
be goeth, ver. 4. 
8. They that are not defiled with the pollutions 
of the Whore of Babylon , and in their mouths 1s 
nfl] found no guile, ver.5., Now beloved, theſe 
are they who will be able to ſtand in thar 
great day of Gods Wrath , when others will 
, Jnotbe able, but call to the Rocks and Moun=- 
tains to fall on them, 
chel I hall now- proceed in the fourch place to 
the ſe and Application of this point, 
 Hſer. And firt of all by way of _informs- 
oj tion ; If it be fo, that the preateſt part of 
Sik E 3 Men 
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» Men and Women will not be able coftand i 
this day of Gods Wrath, then this may in 
form us of three things. 

I, Thar as men have had their day, ſo God 
will have his day : Men have had their day « 
finning, God will have his day of puniſhing: 
Men have had their day of treaſpring up 
Wrath, God will have his day of pouring out 
of Wrath ; Men have had their day of defiling, 
God will have his day of refining: Men have 
had their day of fornication , God will have 
his day of Indignation : For the day of the Lord 
1s near upon all the Heathen : as thou baſt done, 
it thall be done wnto thee : thine reward hall r1e- 
turn pon thine own head, Obad. 1 CT. 

2. Thatthough God beareth with Gnners 
in the day of his patience, yer he will not 
bear with them in the day of his Wrath , Got 
through the City and ſmite, let not your Eye 
ſpare , neither have ye pity, Ezek. g. 5. O be- 


loved! in the day of Gods patience, he bears} ; 


eth with you , and waiteth to be gracious : Q 
how many hundred years hath God bore with 
the Whore of Baby'on , notwithſtanding her 
great provocations and wickedneſs ; but now 
in the day of his Wrath, the Lord will not 
ſpare her , nor ſhew pity to her, but pour 
_ ont Is Wrath and Indignation upon her to the 
utmoſt ; Therefore ſhall her Plagues come in 
one Gay , death and mourning, and abs, 
an 


Gy 
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T and ſhe ſhall be nrterly burge with: fire : For - 


Rrong is the Lord God who judgeth her, Rev. 
18, 8, O ſee that terrible word, ſa. 42. 13; 


4 14. <© The Lord ſhall go forth as a mighty man, 


© he ſhall ſtir up Jealoulie like a man of War , 


4 © he ſhall cry, yea , roar ; he ſhall prevail a- 


© oainſt his Enemies. I have long time holden 
© my peace; I have been till and refrained 
©my ſelf : Now willI cry like a travelling wo- 
# man : I will deſtroy and devour at once, Do 
you ſee this Sinners, how God is reſolved to 
proceed againſt you in the day of his Wrath, 
though he bear with you in the day of his Pa- 
LIENCE, 

3dly. This day of Gods wrath will be a very 
dreadful and terrible day to the wicked, as ap- 
pears by what hach been ſaid. O ſinners ! ic 
will be a day of Aſtoniſhment , a day of Ter- 
ror, a day of Diſtreſs, a day of Contempt, a 


"1 day of Deſiru&ion, and a day of Wrath : O 


ic will be a day of darkneſs and gloominels, a 
day of clouds and thick darkneſs , Foel. 2.2. 
© The great day of the Lord 15 near, it is ner, 
© and haſteth greatly, even the voice of the day 
* of the Lord ; the mighty man ſhall cry there 
* bitrerly ; that day is a day of wraah, a day of 
* trouble and diſtreſs, a day of waſtineſs and dev 
* folation , a day of darkneſs and gloomineſs , 
6a day of clouds and thick darkneſs. Zeph. 1. 
14, 15+ O who is able to exprels the terror of 
E 4 the 


62 © The Greatday of be Wrath. 
the Almighty in this day of his Wrath ! © that 
every Soul that hears me this day ,, would lay 
roheart, and conlider wich themſelves , that 
they may be able to ſtand in this day of Gods 
Wrath. And ſo much for this #ſe of Informa. 
TA 

Uſe2. By way of Examination and Stlf- 
Tryal. | 

O Friends | how much doth it concern 
yon and me, to examine our ſtanding , that 
we may be able tg Rand inthe day of Gods 
wrath, which is coming ſo falt upon us. O! 
you ſee how that his wrath is but a little kind- 
led, and yet how hard a matter is it for men 
to ſtand, and to abide ir! Thouſands have 
been ſent to their Grayes by it, and many 
hundreds hays lejt their habitations becauſe of 
it, and are fled out of the City into ſeveral 
parts of this Kingdom for refuge. O what a 
{ad and doleful place hath this City been for 
ſeveral Weeks paſt ! The greateſt Trade which 
hath been here among us, was to bury the 
D-ad, and tend the Sick, O now , my Bre- 
chren, if this little be ſo much, what will ic 
be when the great day of his Wrath is come ! 
who willthen be able to and ? O therefore , 
examine your ſelves, and try your ſelves, exa- 
mine your Faith, whether it be. true ? your 
knowledge whether it be ſanftified ; your 
hope , whether ir be purified ; your. love , 

bn # whe- 
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whether ic be fincere ; your evidences, whe- 
ther-chey be ſound ? your hearts , whether 
they be gracious; your defires wherher they 
be holy ; your ends, whether they be right; 
and your converſations, whether they be Hea- 
venly ; that you may be able ro Rand in the 
day of Wrath, in the day of Death, and in 


he day of Judgemenc , 2 Cor. 13.5. 


{iſe 3. Thirdly , By way of Exbortation. 

And 1 ſhall be brief, lett I ſhould intrude 
too much upon your patience z but I hope 
you will not think the time long ; for it may 
be the laſt Sermon that I may preach, dr you 
hear. Well ( Beloved) is it ſo, That the 
greateſt part of Men and Women will not be 
able co (and in the day of Gods Wrath , vs 
me leave therefore to exhore you to 
three thinge. 

Firſt, Youthatare finners, to repent of 
your (10s ; for be that confeſſeth aud forſaketh , 
ſhall have mercy , Prov. 28.13, He 'that co- 
vereth his ſimr, ſhall not proſper ; but he that 
confeſſeth and for ſaheth them, (hall have mercy, 
H appy is the man that feareth alway , but be 
that hardneth bis heart ſhall fall into miſchief. 
O ſinners! you have grievouſly finned again 
God , you have deſerved as many Hells as you 
have committed Sins ; you have ſinned again(t 
his mercies, you have abuſed his patience , 
you have reliſted his Spirit , you have diſ-0- 
beyed 
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beyed his Goſpel , you haye made light of his 
Miniſters , and you have hated his Members, 
O ſinners ! all this have you done, and yer 
the Lord hath ſpared you ; and though you 
have ſinned art fo high a rate, yet God doth 
give you ſpace to repent, O let his good- 
neſs lead you to repentance , that you dye not 
in your ſins, O therefore, for God's ſake, and 
Chriſt's ſake , be prevailed withal , why will 
_you die, ſeeing God would have you live ? 
Why will you damn your ſelves? Why will 
ye goto Hell, ſeeing God would have you go 

to Heaven ? O do but ſee what the Lord faith, 

Iſa. 1.18, Come ſinner » ſaith the Lord, and 
let thee and I reaſon together , though thy ſins be 

a ſcarlet, they ſhall be as ſnow ; though they be 

red as crimſon, they ſhall be white like wool, Ve- 

rily, if you have not hearts of fone, me- 

thinks thefe words ſhould melt you , to ſee 

the love, the pity, the mercy and willingneſs 

of God ro do your ſouls good. 

Secondly , Let me exhort you to get an in- 
rereſt in the Lord Jeſus, that you may be a- 
ble ro and in the day of his Wrath: O fin- 
ners ! goto Chriſt , his Promiſes are open to 
you , his Arms are open ro embrace you , his 
Spirit is ready to aſſiſt you , and his people are 
ready to own yon , and his Angels are ready to 
attend you , and Heaven it ſelf is ready to re- 
ceive you, Olſinners 1 if you will but come 
T 0 
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to Chrilt , you ſhall be reconciled to the Fa 
ther , juſtified by the Son , you ſhall be ſan- 
ified by the Spirit, you ſhall be delivered 
from Wrath , you ſhall be made the Children 
of God , you ſhall have your names enrolled 
in the Book of Life , and finally you ſhall be 
received into eyerlaſting glory at the end of 
your days. O therefore let this prevail with 
you to goto Chriſt for Light, for Life , for 
Grace, for Strength, and for Comfort and 
Peace , that of his fulneſs you may receive 
orace for grace, Jobs 1. 16, | 
T hirdly, And laily , Let me now exhort 
you ( who are dead to fin , ſeparated from the 
Worlc, eſpouſed to Chriſt, reconciled ro the 
Father ) to walk worthy of God, who hath 
called you to his Kingdom and Glory, 1 T be. 
2. 12. O ye precious Saints, let me exhort 
you to keep your Lamps burning , your Loins 
girded , your Lives holy, and your hearts up- 
right, your Judgements found, your Conlct- 
ences pure , and your Garments unſpotred ; 
and bg got troubled ar.Gods dealings, and Dil- 
penſations , though he take away from you 
thoſe that are precious to you ;z for as he ſends 
the Wicked to Hell , that they may diſhonour 
him no more z ſo he takes away the Righteous 
co Heaven , that they may glorife him more : 
Fhere ſeems to be fonr Reaſons why God 
ſ{weeps away the Righteous with the Wicked 
by the Peſtilence, I, Be- 
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1, Becauſe they have finiſhed their Work. 
2. From theevil co come. | 
3. Forthe humbling of the reſt which re- 
main behind. 
4. For the hardning of the Wicked; 
Theretore ye precious Saints, you ought to 
be quiet, and to ſubmit ro the Will of God , 
and 0 lay with David, [ was dumb and opened 


wot my mouth , becauſe thou didſt it , Plal, 39. 


9. Now I beſeech you both Saints and Sin- 
ners , t9coniider of thoſe things, and the God 
of Heaven give you underſtanding in all chings 
which concerns his glory , and your eternal 
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The End of the Second Sermon. 
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PRAY. 


Mark. 14. 38. 


Watch and Pray, kf ye emer into tempt 
£107k 


S Chriſt is the Churches Friend, ſo Sa- 
tan is the Churches Enemy. 
Her greate Enemy , 
Her cruelleft Enemy , * 
Her worſt Enemy , , 
Her continual Enemy. : | 
He that makes War againſt the Remnant 
of her Seed which keeps the Commands of 
God, and have the Teſtimony of Jeſus, 
Rev. 12,17. 
t The 
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The Devil envieth our happineſs, and ſeeks 
our ruine. 

I, — Ae 9 of us, 1 Co#., 7.5. 

2, By per _ of us, Rev. 2. 10, 

3. By acculmyot us 4" Rev./r 2. ro. 

4+ By linderize of ut, 1 Zb4{. 2.18; 

5. By beguiling of us, 2 Cox. 11, 3, 


O beloved] The Devil is 

The great Froubler of Sarnts, 

The oreatDeceiver of Ndtions, - 

The great Devourer of Souls. 

The great Enemy. of all Mankind, whe go- 
eth abour like a roaring Lyon, ſeeking whom 
he may devour s. 1 Fet. NYT 

Bat now here 1s the Churches happineſs 
Thar Ghri&ig her Friend), \C arr fy KBs (111: 

Her greateR Friend; © * | 


Her deareſt Friend, om. 

ow loving Friend, ., 
er beft Friend, 's 

Her conſtant Friend,' 

Her ſympathizing Friend , ' 


Her mighty Friend ; by his. blood ſhe 0- 
vercomes the Devil- 
By his Graces ſhe reſiſts the Devil, 
By his Might ſhe creads him utider her feet, 
And by Faith in his Word ſhe quenches all 
the fiery darts of the Devil. of pe 
- ©! though Satan hates us, Chriſt loves us; 
though 
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though Satan condemns us, Chriſt juſtifi 


u 


ey 


$. 

Though Satan accuſes us , Chriſt clears us. 

Though Satan tempts us , Chriſt firengrh- 
ens us. 

Though Saran ſeeks ro defiroy us, Chriſt 
preſerves us. ; 

Though Satan buffets us, Chriſt aſlilts us. 

I. By his Spirit, 

2, By his Pcomiles. 

3, By his Graces, 

4+ By his Preſence, 

5. By his Word. 

6. By his Interceſſion, 

7. By his Power, 

8. By his Miniſters. 

9, Byhis Examples. 

10.iBy his Prayers, 

O: The Lord Jeſus hath agreat love to us, 
and care of us , and therefore he counſels us 
in the Words of the Text, 7s Watch aid Pray, 
leſt we euter into temptation. 

Theſe are the words of our Lord Jeſus to 
his Diſciples , they having been flumbering 
and (leeping , when Chrift had commanded 
them to Watch. 

They conrain, firſt, A ſuppoſition of- their 
entring into temptation , upon whicly Chrift 

rounds a Mandatory Exhortation , ſhewing 

the way how to avoid it, it theſe words, 
Watch and Pray, &Cc. Hence 


- 


Hence we may raiſe theſe two points of Do- 


DeR. I. That a Child of God is attended 
with T emptations. 

De. 2. That the only way to avoid the evil 
of temwpration, 35 to warch and pray. . 

For the firſt of theſe we may obſerve this 
Method - 

Firſt , Of the Temprter. 

Secondly, Of the Tempration, 

Thirdly, Oi the manner of their working , 
with the Reafons why they have ſo much 

wer. 

Firſt, We have four ſeveral Tempters in 
Scripture. | 


1. God tempting man , 5. e. trying. and 


ing man, as in Demt. 8, 2, Thus God 
tempted Abrabam , Gen. 22.1. which is in- 
ed Heb, 11, 17. By faith Abraham 
when be was tryed, offered up Iſaac , &c. This 


5 pam is not to evil ; nor for our hurt; bur - 
G 


cempteth upon theſe accounts : 


x. Forthe Tryal of his peoples fear ; as in 


that of Abraham, Gen 22.12. For now | know 
that thou feareft God, ſreing thou haſt not with= 
held thine only Son from me. 

3, Godtempts for the Tryal of their Faith, 
he proves them in ſomething that's near and 
dear tothem ; perhaps deprivesthem of ſome 


ſpecial neceſſary mercy , to ſee whether 94 


—_— 


can truſt him , and betieve 


inthe want of it ; 
whether they can live by faith upon the God 
of the mercies, when the mercies are gone; As 
t 5 written , the Fuſt ſhall live by faith, Hab. 
7.4, Rom. 1.17. andit js ſaid of Abraham, 
when he was tryed ; be offered wp IHaac , Heb. 
11.17. 
3. Againthirdly , the Lord tempts fortlre 
proof of their obedience ; and thus the Lord 
Speaks to Abraham afcer that tryal; And i» rby 
ſeed ſhall all the N atzons of the earth be bleſſed ; 
Why ? becanſe tho® haſt obeyed my voice. +In 
all chis, che_Lord ſeeth what is in our hearts g 
a he ſaid to /ſrae! of old, Det. 8. 2. 
2, We may find man tempting God too, 
 Ithat is, provoking God to jealouke and wrath: 
| JFhus did the Children of 7ſraet ac the waters 
of Meribah Deur, 6. 16. Ye ſhall not tempt the 
Lord your God. Exod, 17.2. Whereforn do ye 
 Urewope the Lord? bur firit of all, We tempt 
- I God when we doubt of his Power, as when 
weare in any trait or difficulty , we miftruſt 
the power of God to deliver us , of beltow a- 
{ny mercy upon'us which we ttand in need of ;| 
as that Lord did on whoſe hands the King lean- 
ed , who ſaid, /fthe Lord would mate Win- 
dews in Heaven , might this thing be 7 when 
God hath promiſed, in time of famine, that on the 
morrow there ſhould be plenty , 2 Kings 7.2. 
Secondly , We tempt God, when we doubt 
of his Mercy ; for God is mercy in the ab- 
Þ ” 


> 


ſtrat 3 and itisa part of: his glorious ſite 
therefore he cannot endure to loſe ſo great 


part of his honour , bur is provoked by ir. Go hy 
Thirdly 3 When we call his faichfulneſs it ry 
to queſtion.; what greater diſparagement vo 


more diſtaſtful ro man, chan to be wrongfully © , 
accuſed for fallifying his Word ? then ho 
much greater - provocation is it to the gre 
God, co be impeached for breach of promiſe Þ ® 
and counted-unfaichfal, who cannot lye ? Hel 
6. 18, 
4. Laſtly , When we murmvre at the hand 1904 
of God, at any of his Judgments , thus 1ſradſ * 
did at Meribeb, Exod. 17>2, 3. and this doth = 
exceedingly inflame and excite the wrath ot 
God : We cannot diſpoſe for our ſelves , and 
yet we are angry at the Providence of an All 
wiſe God: We lin, and are troubled that a 
God corretts us for lin . 
y is th 
3. In the next place, our Luſts are Te Jus 
ters, as Jam. 1 14. Every man is tempred, 
when he is drawn away of his own hearts luſts, 
and enticed. Our luſts Arive within us to be 
linfully ſatisfed, and cle fleſh wars againit the 
Spiric , the heart ſometimes alluring , and this holc 
comes to pals. | 
I. By preſenting ſome finful obje&; it 1s 
g00d not to nouriſh ſuch conceptions , buit 
| itrangle them in cher firlt appearance , elſe] .- 
"2M finful choughts grow upon us. n 
2.Þy 
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2, By preſenting ſome defirableneſs in the 
objeR, but be quick-lighted; (in, however it 
ſeems fair under ſome colourable preter ce, is 
indeed, upon good deliberations, not at all to 
be delired ; but ſometimes it comes clothed in 
fuch a glorious Garb , as if it meant no harmy 
that you muſt be fain to flye ro God by Prayer 
Ga again(t chis tempration. 

3. There's a perſwalion to conſent to the 
ſin; but be nor ealily perſwaded to offend 
your Father : Ok / how will our Juſts gain 
ppon vs , if we do not defi ! Strive with all 
| your might ; the greater your alt:rement to 
4 fin is, the greater the fin 1s; I appeal co Saints 
experience, 

4. In the fourth and laſt place, we have the 
evil cempting man ; he 1s called che Temprer, 
Mat. 4. 1. 3. Mark, 1.13. And indeed this 
is the grand Tempter , that makes uſe of our 
\ lofts, as a ſubſervienr organ or inftrumenr for 

"4 his cemprations againſt the ſoul ; and indeed 
were it not for our Luſts, it would be-in vain 
for Satan to tempt: As we ſee in Chriſt , 
there was nothing within for Satan to take 
] hold of, Chritt being withour ſinful luſts, buc 
. | Satan muſt come by word of mouch to rempt 
>| Þim , as Mat. 4.1. 3. 'Burhere i: might be 
| enquired, How ſhall I $now when Satan 
faiſech rhe tempration ? 

x« Fanſwer ; firit, When it comes ſtrongly 
F 2 and 


iſe 


at 


11 
CC 
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(almoſt )atthe firft encounter, 

There's double ſtrengrh in the Aroke, 

2, Secondly, When it is of long continu- 
ance , as that was which P«u! beſought the 
Lord thrice for, 2 Cor. 12.8, Satan itirs up 
the heart afreſh , and the luſts of the heaat : 
When the fire is ready to die and go out, he 
blows it up again , adds lite and Rrength to 
the temptation, which ele could not laft long. 
The Luſts they are the combuſtible matter , 
and Satan he inflames, and ſecs them on fire. 

3. Thirdly, the Temptation , when though 
it may be weak at firlt , yet at length by de- 
grees it grows ſttonger and ſtronger. Satan 
begins to reaſon with, and perſwade the ſoul 
by plauſible arguments. 

4. Fourthly, We may perceive the work- 
ing of that Serpent, the Devil, when the 
temptation is full of wiles and ſubtile delufi- 
ons ; Epheſ. 16.11. 2 Tim. 2. 16, Rev. 2. 
24. The more intricate and full of ſubtilty che 
temptation is, the more cauſe there is to ſuſ- 
pect , Satan is very buſy for the inſnaring of 
the Soul, 

5. Laſtly , Themore it is in dire& oppoſi- 
tion to God in hisgommands, or the like ; we 
may be the more ſure lt is of Satans framing : 
For the heart and its luſts ſeek for ++ 

an 


. 
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and forcibly upon the ſoul as it were, with a 
- double power, even overthrowing the foul 
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and then are till, . (if Satan joyn not) though 
God be not ſodireAly oppoſed : Bur the Des» 
vil trikes always at God in his temptation ; or 
if not always, yet mott frequently. 

Thus much forthe Tempter ; now for che 
temptation it ſelf. | There are ſeveral ſorts of 
Temptations ; but to reduce them|all to theſe 
three heads; they do concern, and ftrike at , 

Firſt of all, God, this being Satans great 
aim, to oppoſe God z as two mortal enemies, 
always in dire& oppoſition one to the other z 
and thus be-remprs either, 

1, Astothe being of God, calling in que+ 
Gion the very truth of the Eflence of the great 
God , cauling the ſoul tro doubt whether chere 
bea God or no, like Pharoah, Who u the 
Lord, &c. Exod, 5. 2. 

Burt ſecondly , ſome temptations touch up- 
on the nature of God , as to the manner of his 
being , the myſtery of three diſtin& perſons , 
as to their offices and operations , in one in- 
diyidual God-head , God the Father, God che 
Son, God the Holy Spirit ; and yet all bur one 
God , bleffed for ever, Again, as to thoſe 
Divine , inſeparable attributes of God, his 
independency,purity, immurability, greatneſs, 
and ecernity; bis goodneſs, grace, mercy,love, 
patience and juſtice, I- fay, ſomermer » 
doubting of theſe things, 1s our temptation - 
yea, and coul Satan prevail we ſhould flatly de- 

AK ny 
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ny his' Being , Nature, Properties , and all, 
Look ſternly on, and reli Rrongly ſuch temp= 
tations as theſe , whica do immediately and 
preſumptuoufly intrench upon Gods Sove- 
raign and Juſt Prerogative. And, if I miftake 
not, a great device of Satans in this Stratagem 
is, tO perſwade the creature from all depen- 
dency upon a Creator , that ſo being lefc to ir 
ſelf, and ſtanding upon its own ſtrength , he 
may more eaſily deitroy it. For what's the 
creature without the Creators power, 

Again, Some temptations touch our Spiritu- 
al Being, Snch as are an evil hearc of unbeliets 
mitirulting the Grace of God , deſpairing of 
the goodneſs of our condition ; Satan would 
fain raze the very fonndacion- of ſpiritual exi- 
Rence, Adoption, Juſtification, and hopes of 
* Salvation ; it 1s his great dehgn to ſhake the 
yery ground-work of this building, and eq 
perſwade , thar all's falſe. But this cemprati- 
on is fruitleſs , when we build aright, upon a 
right foundation , by faith accompanied with 
repentance from dead works , upon Chriſt Je- 
ſus, as the alone Author and Meritorious 
cauſe of our Juſtification and eternal Glor fi- 
Cation. 

3. Laſily, Satan by his fiery darts ſtrikes at 
our well-being , todiſturb our peace , by the 
omifiion or 402 fut7 , &! commiſſon of ſome 
fins when he finds he cannot prevail to de. 

| roy 
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froy our being}, then he would deprive us of- 
well-being , our joy and comfort. Bur know, 

though theſe temptations may 
T he manner trouble us, yer they ſhall ne- 
of [ emptation. yer deliroy us, 


Now for the manner of theſe temptations 
how they work. 

1. When we fall under any want, ftrait, 
cha nge of Providence, or the like; thenis a 
time tor temptation to work: As when Chriſt 
had fated , and was an hungred , then comes 
the Tempter , /f chow be the Son of God , com- 
mand that theſe ſtones be made Bread, Mat. 4.3, 

2, When we are firſt turning fron ſin to 
God , then we are ſure to meet witha Tempt- 
er, Satan will be bulie. 

3. When we are troubled, dejeaed, dif. * 
conſolated , either to the ourward or inward 
eſtate , then beware of Satans temptations, he 
will be furthering our diſquierments. 

4, When we are arrived to ſome good 
hopes through grace , to ſome confidence in 
the mercy of God the Father , through his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt ; chenalſo ſhall we find the 
batrering afſaulcs of Saran to ſhake our confi= 
dence. Bur be ſure always that rhe growths 
of your confidence be good , eſtabliſhed upon 
that everlaſting Rock Jeſus Chriſt. For if T 
miſtake nor in my obſervation , there axe two 
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Aicions ; he hath various objects for divers 
ſpirits ; for the proud, haughty ſoul ; for the | 
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great. Rocks s. 'which Satan ſtrives to ſplit a | 


Soul upon, Preſumpcion, and Deſpair : Some- 
times endeavouring to cauſe ſouls to flatter up 
tbe mſelves , and think Grace is theirs, Chritt 
is theirs, and all is theirs, when ic is nothing 
ſo , but by this he mighe carry them blind to 
Kelt, Hood-winking their ſouls ſo, that thy 
never come to ſee throughly, that- they are in 
@ bad condicion , but think always their con- 
dition good, The other Rock is Neſpair ;. Sa» 
tan (iriving , if he cannot blind them as he 
doih the other preſumptuous Souls , yet to 
make them.go ſorrowing 211 their days , think- 


others think they always had. 
5. Satan ſuits his temptations to our diſpq- 


lufffulbearc ; ſor the covertous worldling; for 
the prodigal Son ; for the raſh giddy brain ; 
for the laggiſh drone ; for the melancholly 
perſon ; forthe light chearful Spirit ; eſpeci- 
ally thoſe ewo , either ſinking the one in the 
terrible waves of dlack and dreadful thoughts, 
or.rofſug and lifcing up the other with thg 
wind of fooliſh phantalie.. Oh! What black 
apprebenſions ſhall the one have of it lelf | 
and God ; and whatlight and flight choughts, 
fie other, of the preſent Rate, nd of Ecenity. 
6. Lailly, Satan aims co lull che Soul aſleep 
/ in 
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great (ins as ſmall , and little fins (if any there 
be ) as none ac all : But ſometimes be will 
adde by Tempration, as it were a multiply- 
ing-glaſs to the ſoul, ſo that then every fin 
looks with a ghaltly conntenance , is thought 
to be the hn againſt the holy Spirit. , an unpar- 
donable fin 

Having thus ſhewn how , and upon what 
occalion Satan works ; I ſhall take occahon to 
inquire , why they have ſo much power, as 
mgny times to prevail, | 

1s Becauſe of the Temprters Power , he is 
pethaps coo firong for the ſoul. 

2. Becauſe of the Tempters Policy ; If he 
cannot prevail by open force, the ſoul being 
-well and ſtrongly grounded ; then he” invades 
by ſubcil devices, and ſecret ſtratagems, fo 
that the ſoul cannot eſcape by itrengrh only ; 
and therefore (wanting wiſdom to evade his 
cunningly framed >Arguments) is bafled by 
him, and overchrown. 

3. The enticing nature of the Tempters 
baits; as to inftance in one caſe : Oh how 
many poor fincere ſouls, yet guilcy of tuo» 
much curioſity , have deen entangled by cu- 
rioully glorious, and gloriouſly curious tenets, 
which were no becter than the devilliſh 
Temptations of, that Helliſh Tempter ! how 
many ( which yet is range to think , _ 

ere 
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ther is reaſon to fear it)nay,after their feeming- 
ly comfortable , really comforcleſs wandering 
walkings in thoughr-ways of Truth , have 
cauſe to it down, and ſet down their ſteps , 
marking for every ſtep, a ſin; and for every 
tin, letcing falla tear of blood, 

4» Tempcations often prevail by reaſon of 
che ſtrength of corruptions, which the Temp- 
ters work upon. Were there no corruptions, 
there would be few or no temptations; I am 
fare, chey ſhould not prevail, 

5, Laſtly, The Tempters preyalency pro- 
ceeds trom the weakneſs and low eſtate ob the 
inward min. Sins never ata higher flood , 
than when Grace is at a low ebbe ; Ir is a hard 
metrer ( believe experience) to keep the ſoul 
from ſinking at ſuch a time. Nothing more 
eaſe than to thruſt one under water , when 
the depth of the water is more than the height 
of the man. | 

Os. But now to make ſure the Doarinal 
part , I ſhall lay down ſome reaſons why the 
people ot God are thus attended with tempta- 
tions ; for it is a natural ObjeRtion againſe 

-4bis point , #by will the Lord, who is ſo merci- 
ful of his people , ſuffer thems to be thus ſed and 
buffeted by temptatzons ? 

Anſ. I anſwer, in general., on Gods be- 


half , that he is never the leſs tender init, as 


will appear in particular thus, 
I, Becauſe 


wins. Ae. 4a. aA... co 
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I. Becauſe one end ſeems to be this, That. 
they might know themſelves the betrer, and 
ſee what they are naturrally ; were it not for 
temptation, we ſhould not come to know our 
own corruption ; we ſee by this, what luſt is 
moft prevalent in us, according to that in 
Heb, 12. 1. T he in that doth ſo eafily beſet ms ; 
and what Satan makes moſt uſe of againſt us; 
we learn by this our own weakneſs to refiſts 
withour aſſiſting Grace, 

2, Again, it is for a Saints exerciſe : This 
tempted condition is Gods Artillery , his 
School of Armes, whereir: God brings up his 
Children, trains them, and ini{trutts them how 
to claſp on their Helmet of Salyation, to put 
on the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs, to hold 
our the Shield of Faith, to brardiſh the Sword 
of the Spirit; ina word, how to put on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, even our whole A:mour of 
Righteouſneſs. 

3+ That we might know ovr Enemies , that 
we may be the more watchful over Satan, Sing 
and the World. 

4. Tuaat we might long to be at home with 
our Father; that we might be weaned from 
the milk, and drawn from {che breaſts of chis 
preſent World. | 

5. Laſtly, The Lord doth it, to beat down 
our pride, and keep us humble z we ſhould 
elſe be coo muclrlifred up through our conti- 
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nued ſpiritual proſperity; and thus it was with 


Paul, 2 Cor. 10. 7, 8, 
; This Doarine may afford us this uſeful Ap- 
plication, ' | 
v4 Information. 
2 Reprehen(ion. 
By way of 2 Examination. 
4 Conſolation, 
5 Exhortation, « 


Fir, Information. 

It may inform us, ( 1.) Of the Devils en- 
mity, who is ſo much the Saints foe, as that 
he will not let chem be quiet : This old Ser- 
mp at firſt, deceived Adam, and deprived 

im of Paradiſe ; yea, andever fince he hath 
' been, and ſtill is very buke to diſpoſſeſs the 
Saints, if poſhble, of their ſpiritual Paradiſe, 

2. We may learn hence , the remaining 
- ſeeds of corruptions that are in the beſt of 
Saints ; without which ( as I noted before ) 
the Devil would alwayes tempt 1n vain, 

3. We may perceive what 15 the Saints (fate 
here below : It hath indeed many fair plea- 
ſant proſpeRs to the Chriſtian eye, (1 mean 
the eye of Faith) but the way isa tempted, 
rroubleſome, dangerous way, Atty 14.22, 

4. It may teach us the wiſdome of God, 


and his great care of the Saints, who makes uſe - 


of Satans enmity, and our corruptions, todo 
us good withall, Secondly, 
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Secondly. Reprehenſion. 
And thus it reproves thoſe, who think it an 

eaſie matter, a thing of nothing, to be a Chri- 
tian, ; 

2, It reproves ſuch , who cenſure poor 
tempted aſflifted ones. 

1, Under their temptations, though not 
overcome. 

2. Whenfallen ; and oh how raſh, uncha« 
ticable, and unchri(tian-like are they | 

3, It is an occaſion of rebuke to thoſe who 
think ic range,rhat either themſelves or others 
ſhould be tempted. 

T birdly. Examination, 

This in theſe Particulars : 

I, 10 examine who is the Tempter, accor- 
ding tO page I, 2, 3, 4» 5- 

2. To examine the temptation, See pag, 
6, 7, 8. 

3. Toexamine the frame of our hearts un- 
der temptation , whether we carry it lightly 
and indifterently, or are grieved and ergubled 
for them. 

Fowritbly, Conſolation. 

From theſe Arguments, 

Arg. 1. Atempted condition is frequent 
among the Saints; yea, and ſo uſual , that I 
may confidently queſtion , whether ever he 
were trnly a Saint, thatis not rempred; aud 
for this aſſertion , there's a cloud of Wit- 
neſles 
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neſles inScripture ; one in 1 Cop. 10, 13, 
Arg. 2. God hath promiſed afſigance to 

tempted ones, 2 Cor. 12.9. My Grace is (uf* 
 fierent for thee, &c. God is as able to help, as 
chou canſt be weak when thou art tempted, 

Arg. 3. Chrilt was tempred, that he might 
know how to ſuccour thoſe that are rempred, 
Heb. 2. 17,18. Read from verle 9g. 

Arg. 4+ It isa bleſſing, or a bleſſed thing 
to endure temptation, Fam, 1. 12, and 5, 


.IT. 


Arg. 5. The Saints temptations are needful 
for them, 1 Per. x. 6. Thou canſt not be withs 
Out them. 

Arg. 6. They are bur for the tryal of Faith, 


1 Per, 1,7. James 1. 3,4. And ſhould we 


be grieved, that our Faith is proved ? The 
Goldſmith rather ufech , than avoideth the 
fire, for the trying his Gold : Neither is the 
Gold diminiſhed ; but rather its worth more 
fully known, when the droſs is gone. This is 
the cryal char doth' try all the Faith of every 
Child of God. 

Arg. 7. God hath promiſed , The burden 
ſhall not be too preat for us to bear, I Cor.10. 
I3, Thisis ground of comfort, to know we 
ſhall not be over- matched by the temptation. 
But, 

Arg. 8. A great comfort it 1s, That God. 
thinks'upon us at ſuch a time 5 we are _ of 
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this, both becauſe of the rempratiens; andalſo 
the ſupport we have under them. 

' Arg. 9. It is a great fign of Gods love, 
elſe he would never take care to try and purge 
us. 

Arg. to. Many times it goes before ſome 
fignal Providence. And we may take it as a 
great (ign, that God is about to do ſome greac 
thing for us, or we mult be employed in tome 
great work for him : Thus he did with Iſrael, 
proved chem forty years before he gave them: 
to polleſ(s the Land. . 

- Arg. t1, Be not diſconſolare; firong and. 
long enduring temptations, when meeting ' 
with reſiſtance, are a ftrong Argument Of a 
Rrong Faithy and eſpecially of the growth 
and increaſe of Faith. Bur (to be brief } 

Arg. 12, Conſider , the Saiats condition 
here, 1s not their beſt ſtate. There's Heaven 
tocome yet, where there's no Tempter. + 

Arg. 13. We have not been ſo much; nor 
ſo often tempted,as we our ſelves have tempt- 
ed God, _ 

Arg. 14. The Devils temptations, though 
they be evils, yet are not the Saints evils, un- 
leſs they be overcome by them. 

- Arg.15. Itisa great ſign, as of Gods love, 
ſo of Satans hatred, and ſo conſequently a to- 
ken that thou art none of his, but Gods; elſe 


he would never rage thus. The Devil makes no 


fuch do with wicked ones. Arg.t6. 
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« Arg: 16. As 0urteinptations now abound; 
ſo ſhal all our joy(in time)much more abound. 
; ors uments for - Conſolation I might 
e of , and much more ealargament up- 
on theſe ( all which for brevity ſake ) I here 
omit. | | 
| Fifthly, Exhortat on. 

I, Beware how you tempt the Devil;y to 
tempt you 3 how you give an occaſion by in» 
dulging any (tn or luſ. | 

2. When you are tempted, be not coward- 
ly, but couragious ; do ner flye , bur refiſt , 


James 4.7. 


3. Beware of Pride , when delivered ont 
of rempcation 5 this may make us fall into a 
dangerous relapſe. 

Having finiſhed this point, I proceed to 
ſhew in the next Obſervation , How we may 
avoid the evil of Temptation. 

Do&t.:2. The only way to avoid the evil of 


Temptation, 11t0 Watch and Pray. | 


In the handling of this DoArine , we may 
conſider theſe fotr things. 

t. What it is tO Watch, 

2. What itis tO Pray, 

3. The Proof of this point. 


' 4+ How Watching and Praying may con- | 


duce to our eſcape from the evil of 7 emp* 
ration. 

' Concerning the duty of #atching,Obſerve, 
CT art Firſt g 
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F ir ſt, What Vatching implies. 
Secondly , How we may do co Watch. 

Firſt, Watching implies , ; 
1, A continual walking lik? the Spoule , 

Cant. 5. 2. 

2, Adiligent hearkning , Thus the Watch- 

man, {ſa. 21.7. 

3. A conſtant readineſs, ſo Peter Exhorts ” 

under a Meraphorical expreſſion,” 1 Pet. I. 

13. Girdup your loyns, i.e, Be ready y it is 

tzken from the Jews long garments , which 

they uſed to gird up about them , that rhey 

might run with leſs interruption. 

Secondly, How we may do to watch ; I ſhal 

Out name che particulars. 

1, Let the heart be continually fixed upon 
God : Oh! how will chis cool our affeRtions 
to the world , and kindle the fire of love to 
God! 

2, Let the eye be much upon ſelf : This 
will keep us low in ſpirit ; And bleſſed are the 
poor 3% Spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven , Mat. 3. 

3. Beware of drowſineſs ; we ſhould ſhake 
ic off by Prayer. 

4+ Be well reſolved in ſpicit ; mind that ob 
the Prophet, Kings 18. 21, 

5, Be ſure all be well within ; be ſure thy 
foundation be Chriſt : ler there be no (in un- 
repented , that will breed ſorrow ; Harbour 
= aſe) 


28: . Watch and Pray.' © 
no enemy, no luſt in the ſoul , Prov, 20. g. 

6. Truſt not thine (no, no not thine own) 
heart; butregulate it by the word of God; 
for the heart is deceitful, Fer-17, 9. And he 
is a fool that truſts his heart , Prov. 28. 26. 

7, Keep therefore a narrow eye to the heart, 
Prov. 4. 23. 

8. Call thy heart often to a fri accouut , 
Pſ[al. 4.4. Examine diligently , What have I 
done? What do I now ? What am I about to 
do? 

9. And if there be any thing out of order, 
tarry not, but repair it ſuddenly; Lay (in upon 
Chriſt, and chen mourn over ir. 

Io, Let nothing be ſuggeſted, and preſenly 
entertained, but firft brought to tryal: See it ir 
be the will of God, if it be for his glory; if ic 
be not for his glory, it is not his will, oc. 

IT, Be ſure to keep Conſcience clear; a 
lictle filth (here) tops all the Channel, Ir is 
dangerous to know of (but) one lin, and not 
conteſs it; much more dangerous to know 
thy fin and wink at it, 

12, For this end, keep an open ear to 
Conſcience, let it ſpeak. 

13. Lertthe mouth be ſtopped to fin and the 
bands tyed from wickedneſs, David prays that 
a watch may be ſer tothe door of his lips ; and 
certainly it is very needful, 

1.4. Let the whole Armor of God be on, 
Eph.6,10.to18, : Thus 
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Thns much concerning Watching , now 
concerning Prayer. 
Conkhider, 
Firſt, What Prayer is. 
Secondly , The ſeveral kinds of Prayer. 
Thirdly the manner how we are to Pray. 
1. Prayer is the outward enlargement of 
the ſouls inward breathings ; it is a work of 
Gods Spirit ; and ſo flows out of the ſpirit and 
heart of man, Zach, 12,10, Rom. $.26, 27, 
Jude 20. I Cor. 14,15. Pjal.62. 8. and 42, 
4. Prayer 1s a talking of the heart and foul 
with God , and of ſuch a heart as is prepared 
by God, Jer. 29.13. Pſal. 27. 8, Pſal. 10. 
17 


thus 


2. And thus it is either mental, in the hearc 
only, Exod. 14.15. 1 Sam. 1. 13. or elle 
ocal, uttered by- the voice, Pſal. 77.1 As 
pain this is ſecret prayer , when we prayed a- 
lone : Thus Dan:el did , when he ſer open his 
indows, Day. 6, 10, 11. Or more publick, 
hen we pray with others in the Family, Cor- 
rrepation, &'c. And here let ſome prepara- 
uves to prayer be added, 
Firſt, Pray, that you may pray ; lift up your 
'e and your heart to God , when about to 
pray ; thus did David, Pſal, 141.1, 2. 
Secondly, Meditate. 
1, On Gods ſufficiency , and eſpecially his 
Promiſes, Pſal. 50.15. Mats 7+ 7+ this will 
nake confident in Prayer. G2 2, 
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2. Onthine own wants and vileneſs , that 


thou mayeſt be fervent : Sodid Ezra, 9. 6.7. 


3. Oathe great Majeſy of God, to beget 
humility and lowlineſs of Spirit, Eccleſ. 3. 2. 
Gen. 32.9, 10, 

4: On the relation thou ſtandeſt in to God, 
by Chriſt, as thy Fatker: 

Thirdly , Now how we are to pray. 

1» We muſt pray what we underſtand, and 
rnderſtand what we pray, 1. Cor. 14. 15» 

2. We muſt pray in the holy Spirit , be di- 
refed byit , Jude20. Rom. 8.26. 

2- Inthe Name and Mediation of Chriſt, 
#. e. Relying upon the Merits of his, not our 
own rishteouſneſs, Jobs 14. 13, 14. Joby 
I6. 23. 

4. With Faith, believingly , that God will 
give ns what is good for us. Jaw.1.6, 7. 

. 5, With Hamility , and acknowledgment 
of our own unworthinefs, Pſal. 10. 17. 

6, With an heart willing to be cleanſed by 
the blood of Chriſt, Jam. 4. 6, From e- 
very pollution , Heb. 10. 12. Pſa). 66.18, 

"With love to the Saiats, at.6. 14, 15. 

8, With Zeal and Fervency , James 5. 16 

9. Do not give off , but wreſtle with God 
for a blefliug wich unwearied conſtancy , Luk, 
18. 1.t09, Mat. 15. 

10. Pray for heayenly things, firſt and moſt: 
ſeek earthly-rhings in che ſecond place z the 
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one abſolutely , the other conditionally , 
Mer. 6.33, 

11, Pray for things agreeable to God, x 
Tohn 5.14. Mat. 20. 21, 22. 

12, Take heed you love not long, prayers , 
and think co be heard becauſe they are long , 
Mat. 6.7. 

Now I come to the: proof of this point z 
that che only way to avoid the evil of tempta- 
tion, is to watch and pray. This is clearly ſta- 
ted in the Text; ſo that it ſcarce needs more 
confirmation ; only rake that of Paw! when 
buffeted by cempration : for this, faith he, / 
beſought the Lord thrice , 2 Cor. 12,8, There's 


great need of watching and prayer, 


1. Before we fall into cemptation. 

2. When we are under temptation. How 
watching and prayer conduceth to the antict- 
pating the aſſaults of Satans fruſtrating temp- 
tation, 

Firſt of all, for Watching. 

1+ It ſecs us in a readineſs for an aſſault. 
When we are expeQting , we ſhall not be ta- 
ken unprovided. 

2. Ir addsreſolution , to Rand it out againſt 
Satan. We know ſ{uddenneſs ſtrikes us into a 
fear ; when expeQation, and deliberation, in- 
creaſeth courage, 

3. It isa Countermine to all Satans ftrata- 


gems. Ic will deceive the Deceiver , to find 
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us Watching with ſpiritual diligence , when he 
would have us {leeping in carnal ſecurity. 

4+ Warching ſecures us from much evil that 
might be added, in caſe we were drawn to the 
temptation. For ſecurity is no better than a 
temptation , eſpecially at ſuch a time. 

Secondly, for prayer; This conducerh to 
avoid the evil of temptation ; becauſe it ferch- 
eth help fromGod,in whom isall our Rrengrh: 
for it is Gods promiſe , Gall upon me in the day 
of trouble, I will deliver thee, andibou ſhalt gle» 
73 fie me, Pſal, 50.15. It is a great comfort , 
under temptation to have a God to goto ; EC» 
ſpecially one that is able and willing to help. 

This may inſtruct us. 

I, Then there is great need of watching. Ir 
is certainly an univerſal, neceſlary duty for all 
Saints , at whatever time, to wa:ch. So ſaith 
Chriſt our Saviour , #hat I ſay wnto you, I ſay 
wnto al, Watch, Mark 13.37. The great end 
of this duty , is the coming of the Lord Jeſus, 
match, ſaith Chriſt, for ye know not what hour 
your Lord doth come, Mat. 24.42, 44, there 
are three conliderations may moye us to 
watch. 

t. Let us conſider whom we offend and 
diſhonour by our negle& in watching : No 
leſs than God. And would we} rather than 
want a nap of ſecurity , diſpleaſe our God ? 
Is God no more worth to us chan ſo? Ler us 
ſeriouſly weigh , how great an offence , how 
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creat a diſhonour to God our unwatchfulneſs 
15; and this will engape us to watch. 

2. Letus conlider whom we pratifie and 
advantage by our negle& ; no leſs an enemy 
tian Saran, the enemy of our Souls. And ſhall 
we pleaſe our grand Adverſary ? Ohno ! then 
let us watch. 

3}. Whom we diſpleaſure : it is our ſelves. 
And will we, tharc our ſouls ſhould be loſers ? 
It not, ler us be much, yea always upon our 
watch. 

But Secondly , It may inform us of the ne- 
ceſſity of praying at all times, Pray withont - 
ceaſing , 1 T heſ, 5.17. $0 David would pray 
and cry aloud, at evening , at morning ,' and at 
noon , Pſal. 55.17. And Danxie! prayed thrice 
a day, Dan.6. 16, It isthe duty of all and every 
Saint, inall conditions : in ſpiritual things : 

I, Pray for grace, that God would give and 
Encreaſe it, either in thy ſelf or others. 

2. Pray againſt ſin : againſt the guilc of fin, 
againſt the power of lin, 

3. Pray again(t Satans Temptations. 

1. Apainſt the occaſion of Temptation. 
Thar, it ic be poſſible , thou mayeſt ſhun and 
eſcape the very appearance of it, 

2. Thac te firength of corruption within , 
and the power of temptation without may nor 
be {o prevalent as to lead thee captive to evil. 

3. Pray, that the entrance into temptation, 
UG 4 may 
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may be no diſadvantage to thy grace ; and that 
the eſcape out, may be no impeachment to, 
bur rather for the advantage of Gods glory. * 

I, Pray for nothing, but what thou ſtandeft 
in need of, Unneceflary things are not to be 
the ſubje& of our petitions. And therefore 
our Saviour bids us pray for our daily bread. 
And ſ@ that good man Agar, G:ve me neither 
poverty noy riches, Prov. 30.7, 8, 9. 

2. Even in theſe things, pray with ſubmiſ. 
miſſion co the will of God. 

3. If watching and praying be the means to 
eſcape the evil of temptation; then the ſtrength 
of a Saint is not ſufficient, No, we muſt goto 
God for deliverance, 

4. If we do not wateh and pray, all otter 
wayes and means are irregular at leaſt, if not 
fin, 

Thus much of Information,Now for Exhor- 
ration, ; 

I, Watch and pray continually ; bat eſpeci- 
ally at a crime of tempration. 

2, Be ſerious in watching and prayer ; ſome 


d0 it between hot and cold, or by fits, or with ' 


much lightneſs of ſpirit. But ſaith the Apoflle, 
Be ſober, and watch unto prayer, Sobriety, 1eri- 
oulneſs becomes thoſe that call upon God. 


The end of the Third Sermon. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


DEATH. 


CONTAINING 


Some few Reaſons why men fear it ; 
and oppoſite Reaſons by- way of An- 
{wer, why they ſhould not fear it. 


Obj. r, 'r{t,Becauſe thereby we are de- 
prived of che exerciſe of all 
our fences; fo tha whatever 
Delishr eirter our Taſt, Smell, 

Hearing, Sight, or Feeling hath aforced- us, 


* ve ſhall enjoy the ſamE no more ; whilit (per- 


haps) many Generations after us ſhalt have 
the fruition thereof. 

Anſ. Firft, As the exerciſe of our Sences 
afford opportunity of Delight, ſo are they 
capable of annoying and grieving us ; at, the 
Taſte, by bitterneſs and ſharpneſs, &e. the 
Snell, by noiſom pollution, corruption, &c. 
Tie 
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The Hearing, by terrible and hideous noiſe, 
and evil tidings, The Sight, by loathſom af- 
frighting , and miſerable appearances, The 
Feeling, by tedious pains, &c. 

Again, We have had che benefit of ſurviving 
former Uenerations, who were lyable to what 
we are ; ind ſo ſhall be thoſe who ſhall ſuc. 
ceed us. 

© 6j. 2. But that which aggravates the evil 
hereof, $ a mans being cut off in the flower 
or (irength of his Age ; whereas, if he live the 
common Ape of man, he ſhould the more 
contentedly leave this life. 

Anſ. Why, What is man ? Is he not a flow- 
er, and as graſs, and the like ? and are they 
not cuc off in their beſt eſtate > and may noc 
God when he walketh in, or vieweth his 
Garden of humane flowers, have as much li- 
berty to crop them, as men have of theirs ? 
Surely yex, for all are his. . 

Secondly, And though God permit ſome 
men tolire as long as an ordinary courſe of 
nature, oft be it, ſeventy years, which is judg= 
ed the molt common or more; yet he hath not 
promiſed them ſo long life. 

Thircly, And though ſome l:ve ſo long, yet 
conlidering the Wars, and Plagues, and other 
diſeaſes among men, it is not without reaſon 
though there are many more dye, who have 
not lived according co the courſe of nature. 

- Fourthly 
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Fourthly, As we conclude that no perſon 
bercer, or ſo well as the Gardener, or ſuch as 
ſowed, planted, dreſſed, and frequently pra- 
&iſerh about the flowers and plants, knows 
when and for what reaſon to gather and pluck 
up; ſo no perſon knows better nor ſo well as 
God knows, when to cut or pluck up what he 
hath planted in the world, who doth all his 
actions upon good and weighty reaſons, even 
greater and better than any Gardiner or other 
perſon hath for what he doth in his concern- 
ment. 

Obje8. 3. In death a man becomes a loath- 
fom 1pectacle to all beholders, inſomuch that 
the fight and ſmell of che ſurviyers fince not 
more noiſom offence from, and account not 
more vilely of the moſt loathſom creatures 
inthe world, then of a dead and rotten Corps 
of Mankinde; and is not that very grievous, 
to become from a delightful Companion an 
abhorrence of all people? 

Anſw.1, True, Being dead, a man becomes 
a loathſom ſpe&acle to all beholders, And do 
not many Diſeaſes to which a man is incident 
in his lite, effe& the ſame in beholders ? 

2. Though man do become by death, what 
15 ſuggeſted ; yer hath he then no ſence there- 
of'; and in that is the Proverb verified, (hat 


"the Eye ſees not, the Heart rues not ;) for look 


0.4 man in that caſe (as we may) asa dead 
lump 
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lump of Corruption, and what of mifery can 
we apply thereto ? who looks on a Dunghi!, 
or a Jakes, and faith, Alas, for its miſery ? chic 
ſame feels not, and knows not any : $0 cHiat 
a/tiough the rhoughts of ſuch a condition vy 
Death, grieves us whilt living, yet in the: 
Condition it ſelf, we ſhall be free from uci 
orief. 

3. Again, Conſider that we were but earth 
betore we had life : and being dead,we return 
to our firſt eſtate ; and though withal, we be- 
come for a ſeaſon more 1mpure and corrupt 
then barely earth, yer in time we ſhall become 
very duſt, when the putrefaion 1s conſumed 
and in that ſence (bur eſpecially in a more ex- 
cellent) will chat ſaying be fulfilled, viz. Cor- 
ruption ſhall put on Incorruption. 

Objeft. 4. Death deprives man of his ſocie= 
ty, with whom he hath had ſweer converſe. 

Azxſw. x. True, butitis in order (if he dye 
in Gods fayour) to enjoy in due ſeaſon, better 
ſociety then men on earth. 

2, Beſides, as thou loſe thy friends on 
earth, ſo thou art rid of thy enemies there 
r00. 

ObjeF. 5. Though death may make way for 
better ſociery then we have been uſed to here, 
yet who knows when ic ſhall be, the Body not 
being to receive new life, till the General 
ReſurreAion, which may be very long firlt ? 
Anſw. 
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Anſr, Snppole ic be ſo (as moſt Chriſtians 
believe) thet the bet pare of man receives 
glory aud happineſs immediately after death 
yer from rhe time of Death, to the general 
Keturrection (at wich time all knowing 
Chrittans believe the reward of the Righteous 
w1ll no: fail) the ſpace berwixt Death and ir, 
is bur as one day ; as he who by means of A. 
poplexy or like occaſion, fleeps many dayes 
and nights without waking, cannot eſteem of 


the time ; he bas ſlepc antwerable to the me- 


ſure chereot : But it may. be to him as one day 
or one night, and in this ſence may Death be 
reckonec( as uſually in the kcly Scripture it is) 
a ſl-ep. 

Objeft. 6. Suppoſe a man ſhould dye by the 
hand of a cruel Man-ſlayer, who delights in 
torturing and deſtroying the body of a man, 
as hath been ſeen ; would not the conceir of 
one ſo cruel, coming to a his minde upon a 
perſon, make the thoughts of ſuch a Death 
very terrible, when therein « man is no more 
regarded then a dog, or the vilelt creature, 

Arnſw.1. Yea, But do not many by reaſon 
of wounds and Gangreen'd Members in their 
life, for preſerving che Body, Limb, or Mem- 
ber, endure as great pain,and tremble as mucty 
at tlie fight of the Chyrurgion, when he comes 
to do his office on chem , as a man doth ar the 


light'of the Executioner to do his ? And con- 


hider, 
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ſider, that all thac is commonly done at ſuch 
death, cauſech leſs pains ro the party, then 
what ſome do ſuffer by the cutting off one 
limb, or curing ſome one Wound or Diſeaſe. 

2, Again, Conſider, That the more of tor- 
ment a man endures in this lite, whether at 
death or otherwiſe ; the leſs he is like to ſuffer 
after this lite, and the more blefling he is like- 
ly then toenjoy, if he be a good, or worthy 
man, ſuftering here asa childe of God, and 
not a Reprobare, Kev. 18. Verſe 7. Chapter 
20, verl. 4, 5. 6. 

Objeft, 7, But in our preſent ERate, we 
have no Being, Lite, Senſe, and Reaſon ; and 
in Death, we ſhall have (ac the moſt) onely 
Beivg, and is not that very grievous to conli- 
der, that we ſhall be reduced to no betrer a 
condition than a piece of earth or a ſtone ? 

Arſw. It is true, that the conlideration 
thereof is very grievous in it ſelf ; but yet 
whileſt man hath Reaſon, as well as Being, 
Life, and Sence ; Let him uſe it to conſider 
alſo, that he hath no more cauſe to complain, 
than for a piece of the earth he now treads on, 
if ic ſhould pleaſe God (asat the firſt) ro create 
thereof a man like himſelf, and ſhortly re. 
duce ir to irs former tate ; for thug-ir is now 
wich mankind in general, 

Objett. 8. It's confeſt, that there is a Pro- 
verb, For one Pleaſure , @ thouſand Dollers ; 


but - 


onwermng Death, 
. but it ſeems to be no better then a flouriſh of 
learned men, to colour over a bad matter : 
For alchough che miſeries of man in. this life 
are many ; yet if the benefits therein did nor 
ſurmounc choſe mileries, it is likely that men 
would not ſo much delire to continue therein 
as now they do; and therefore who would not 
tear Death ? 
Anſw. 1. Suppoſe it be granted , that the 
Proverb is but a flouriſh, and that the bene- 
firs of this Lite do ſurmount the miſeries 
thereof ; yet no man is able to ſay how long 
a perſon in order to be happy, ſhould live 
here to enjoy thoſe benefits; But God he 
kuows, and he hath appointed for men once 
todye , therefore reſt ſatisfied in his wiſdom 
for diſpoling of chy time for Death, conclu- 
ding, that the ſame ſhall be in its due ſea= 
ſon, 
2. Again, Conſider, That it is Gods Prero- 
gative over all his creatures,to diſpoſe of them 
how, and when we will. 
3 Moreover, God hath already ſet the 
bounds of thy lite, beyond which thou canſt 
not paſs , wherefore patiently commit thy ſelf 
to him in well-doing, and quietly :farisfie thy 
ſelf with his pleaſure, making of neceſſity a 
rertue ; forit is in vain for a man to ſtrive a- 
painſt the cream, by cormenting himſelf with 
it which he cannot avoid ; yer this doth -_ 
nN- 
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hinder that all men may (yea oupht to) uſe 
what lawful means God ptves them opportu- 
nity of, for ſaving their lives, 

Objeft. 9, Well, though it be granted, cliar 
theſe Anſwers which have been urged, have 
(moſt, if not all of them) common reaſon,and 
experience on their lide : yec there remains 
furcher grounds to tear death, as well from 
what the holy Scripture, as Nature or Caitom 
doth evidence, and that in part is this, vis. 
Death is reckoned the Kins of Terrors, as in 
Fob 18. 4, compared with Heb, 2.15, 

Anſw, Death is indeed granted to be the 
King ot Terrors, but that is in regard of 2 cer- 
eain Sting that is init ; if that Sting be taken 
away, Death will not be fo terrible as before, 
yea, it will be rathergain than loſs to dye, if 
that Scing reach not the party dying. 

Objett, 10, I confeſs, there may ſeem to 
be ſome comfort in that Anſwer, it one knew 
how to eſcape that Sting ; Bur that 1s a thing 
ſo difficult, chat I greatly tear Death; if I 
were ſufficiently proyided in tha: caſe,I ſhould 
have comtort. 

Anſw. Ix's true, that the difficulty lies even 
there, where it is expre(t, bur chough it, be (0 
difticult, yea, impoſſible with man, yet it is not 
ſo difficult with God, he hath ſufficiently pro» 
vided for a man in that caſe; for he that is 
King of Kings hath ſabdued that King of Ter- 
cors, 
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rers, and done what is needful for man concern« 
ing the ſame, for which purpoſe ſee (theſe 
Scriptures, viz. 1 Cor. 15.55, $6, 57. John 
3.14, 15, 16, 17. and part of the 18. Rom. 5. 
to 1 2, and ſo forward to the end of the Chapter. 

ObjeR. 1 1. I grant, it appears plain enough, 
that there is through Jeſus Chriſt victory 
wrought over that enemy mentioned, and an- 
ſwerably the Sting is taken away-that1 feared; 
I fay, taken away for ſome, but it ſeems nor for 
all, becauſe it is ſaid, The ſting of Death is lin, 
ſo that where linis, there the Sting is alſo, 'and 
I know my ſelf a Sinner, therefore in danger of 
that Sting. 

Anſw. If thou knoweſt thy ſelf a (inner, and 
grieveſt not for it, but art therewith content, 
neither repenting of, nor reforming from it ; I 
cannot ſay the Sting of Death is taken away for 
thee ; but if thou doſt truly repent of thy lin, 
and indeavour with thy heart to forſake {in, the 
Sting of Death is taken away for thee ; for the 
Scripture tells us Chriſt dyed for ſinners, that 
is to ſay, for humble penireurt ſinners, not for 
vbſtinate ones : A notable example whereof 
was manifeſted when the Saviour of the world 
himſelf was held up, viz. In that of the two 
Thieves, the one railed on Chriſt, and was re- 
proved ; the other humbled himſelf, he alſo 
prayed, and received the anſwer of Salvation. 

ObjeR. 1 2. Indeed that Example (methinks) 

H doth 
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doth tend to prove what you ſay; but in ſs 
conſiderable a caſe as this, a man would deſire 
more than one Witneſs. 

Anſw. Therefore take more, viz. Proy.8.1 3. 


Iſa. 1. from verſe 16. to verſe 19. Mart. g. verſe 


12, 13. Rom.5.verſe 8. 1 Tim, 1,15, 16. 


_ ems ee ER 


Some further Grounds , whereon a 
poor Sinner may expect Mercy, 
through the Merits of Je- 
ſusChriſt, - 


a. _ a ſenſe of ſin, ſo to look on the 

Lord Chriſt, as thoſe who were ſtung 
with Scorpions in the Wilderneſs, did on the 
brazen Serpent. 

2. Next followeth humbling of the ſoul, the 
effe& of which is to be ſeen in theſe Scriptures, 
viz. Job 22. ver. 29. Pſal. 10. ver. 17. los. 
Ver. 15, Jam. 4. 6. 

Which Humiliation begets a ſelf-Examinati- 
on ; by which knowing the Holy Rule of Lite, 
and comparing a mans life to that Rule, trying 
how his caſe 1s, he is thereby ready to ſay (in 
reſpe& to his miſery) as the A oftle doth, Rom, 
7. verſe g.10,11. ſees himſelf a dead man m 
the ſenſe of the Law, 
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Then that works in him, a Holy ſorrow, and 
that a repentance not to be repented of ; vIz- 
Repentance to Salvation, 2 Cor. 7. 10, 11. 

It brings him to ſee, not only that hes 2 
condemned or guilty perſon, but that he is irre- 


' coverably loſt, muſt needs periſh, without ſome 


Perſon as Mediatour or Kedeemer, do under- 
take for his Ranſome, or hath undertaken it; for 


+ that God is infinitely juſt, and he muſt have his 


Juſtice ſatisfied; & all'that the poor-ſoul can do, 
is but to amend his life for the future, walking 
more conformable to the Righteous Law of 
God, than heretofore. But alas ! That is no 
more than what ought to be, for the time to 
come it will not ſatisfie Divine Juſtice for the 
Tranſgreſfions already done againſt the Law of 
God, any more than a mans paying another an 
enſuing Week, Month or Year, for al) he is 
engaged for within that ſpace of time, doth ſa- 
tishe or clear the Debt which became in due 


'time before that week : neither (indeed) can a 


man, of himſelf, ſatisfie for what he ſhall owe 
toit, in the remaining part of his life. Now 
this conſideration works the ſoul into a melting 
frame, brings him on his knees, to ſay, as the 
poor Publican, Lord, have mercy on me a ſin- 
ner: And, as the Prodigal humbled, and ſees 
all his rambling ſhifts in vain, for yielding him 
that ſolid comfort , his ſoul thirſteth after, 

H 2 there- 
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"therefore reſolves to go home to his Father, and 


although he may look upon him as enrage 
againſt him (for which his ſoul knew there was 
juſt cauſe) yer he goes humbling himſelf to his 
rather, ſaying, Father I have tinned, &c. and 
am no more worthy to be called thy Son. Now 
obſerve the ſucceſs , © When he was yet a great 
* way oft, his father ſaw him, anFhad compaiſ- 
© on, and fell on his neck and kiſſed him ; And 
further entertained him , not.as a ſervant as he 
humbly beſought(for the humble ſhall be exalt- 
cd ) but as a Son, and rejoyced in him, Luk. 1 5. 
The Afyrians alſo well knew what good this 
humble application was likely to effett in an 1!- 
r.clitiſh Kizg ; ( 1 Kings chap. 20.verſ.31,32.) 


. *and-if mercy may be.expected from one ot thoſe 


Kings , then much more may it be from the Su- 
pream , the King.of thoſe Kings, the Almighty, 
who hati promiled Jarge grace to humble touls. 

So Heſter ( at the advice of Mordeca, chap..4. 
5. made gocd proof of this humble way of ad- 
drelfing for Mercy , ina caſe otherwiſe deſpe- 
rate , the ſucceſs whereof was that Royal Scep- 
ter held fort, with Grace, to grant even be- 
yond the Peticion ; though ſhe knew not when 
the went about it, but that ſhe ſhould periſh ; 
yer wiſely perceiving that fie muſt periſh, if 
the had not {9 applyecd , ſhe proceeded. 


If they weat ito the City, they ſhould ſuffer 
Fa- 
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Famine; if they ſtaid where they were , they» 
muſt die ; they therefore would venture for re 
lief amongſt their enemies , being ſure they "WR 
could nor be warle than they were , They could 
bat die one way or another. So , when the ſoul 
is thus brought to ſee its miſcry , and humbles ir 
ſelf throvghly , withal is willing ro embrace 
what means ſoever repreſents {o much as a pol- 
ſibility of ſaving it ; then God ſhews his mercy 
to refreſh it , according to that 5 Chap. of Ifa. 
verſe 15,16, &c. to revive the ſpirit of the 
humble, and ro revive the heart of the contrite 
ones : 50 Pal.51.15. Ezek.32. 11. and forward. 
And Chriſt\comfortably invites ſuch a poor 
[inner that is weary and heavy laden with the 
ſenſe of his lin, he invites him to come and re- 
ceive reſt ; and thus the Goſpel doth in general; 
give ercouragement to humble penitent ſinners 
to'expeR ſalvation from the eternal God ; the 
ſting betore ſpoken of being taken away. 
Then'being truly humbled under the ſence of 
that miſerable condition which lin hath made a 
man lyable to, and being rightly defirous of 
Salvation ; that which is required of him, is, 
only to believe that the righteous God , who 
might have made him ererrally miſerable ; hath 
notwitkſtarding through his tender compaſhon 
(his Mercy being above all his works) reſolved 
on a Way to ſatishe his Juſtice, by acquitting the 
Guilty, who was no way able to pay a {pthci- 
Enm 


Concerning Death 


—antranſom for his own Redemption , therefore 
#provided a price ſatisfatory , to redeem poor 


allen man from the curſe ; concerning which, 
both the Prophers and Apoſtles have witneſſed, 
as in Ia. 53. and 55; Chapters, Micah, Chaps 5. 
verſe 2. foſea, Chap. 1 1. verſe 1. Pſal.22. AA, 
Chap. 1. verſe $. Chap. 10, verſe 4. And more 
Scriptures ; that price of Salvation, being Jeſus 


Chriſt, of whom. the Angels proclaim , about 


- the time of his entrance into the World ; Glory 
be to God in the Higheſt; on Earth, Peace, 
Good-will towards men, Luke, Chap. 2. and the 
14. verſe, And the Evangeliſt, John, Chapter 3. 
and the 16, verſe, declares politively, That God 


ſo loved the World, that he gave his only be- | 


gotten Son, That whoſoever believeth on him, 
ſhould not periſh, but have eterral life. 

There is the term.of Salvation, viz. Believing 
in his Son, to be that Gift and Ranſom, which 
the Goſpel generally holds forth ro thoſe who 
would know what they ſhould do to be ſaved. 
Withall, there muſt be an obedient Converſa- 
tion, and that univerſally, to all Gods Com- 
mandments, anſwerable to a poor ſouls ability, 
{0 long as life may laſt. 


FINTIS, 
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